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22nd May 2020 
 
Dear parents of children in Years R, 1 and 6,   
 
Thank you for being so patient whilst we have considered all our options regarding the possible 
wider opening of school.  I hope you received the letter from our Trust’s CEO earlier today.    
 
As you all know LCA has remained open since the 23rd March for the children of key workers. 
We have been so proud to support this part of our community, enabling them to carry on 
working in the hospital, MOD, in supermarkets and in other vital services.  Many key workers 
also worked with their partners and places of work where possible to provide their own child-
care in shifts and this prevented them from using places at school.  
 
As life begins to change again and more of these key workers are increasing their shifts, and 
some essential businesses are asking staff to stop working from home this too has increased 
demand for places for their children at school.  We have been in touch with all key workers to 
establish what their requirements are.   
 
The government and Dfe have made it clear from the beginning that children with key worker 
parents, those with special needs and those who are vulnerable would always have priority for 
school places over all other children.  The Dfe have also, in order to keep everyone safe, given us 
some stringent expectations regarding class sizes and hygiene control.  We also have a number 
of members of staff who are unable to work because they are either shielding or clinically 
vulnerable and all of this combined means that unfortunately we are not able, at the moment, 
to offer places to any other children in years Reception, 1 and 6, other than those are key 
workers and will receive a letter from me next week.   
 
We realise that this may be disappointing for you and your children and I want you to know that 
we have wrestled with this decision and tried various different scenarios to make it work and 
enable us to increase numbers.  However, with the restrictions being as they are in terms of 
numbers of children per group, numbers of staff available and number and size of rooms 
available we have no other option at present.  We are as disappointed as you are.   
 
We will obviously keep you informed if things change and we are able to safely increase 
numbers of children allowed at school.   
 
Kind regards,   
 

 
Mrs B Malam 
Headteacher 

 


