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‘Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity’ (The National Curriculum) 

 
The music curriculum at Lincoln Carlton Academy aims to: 
 

• Inspire creativity, self-expression and encourage our children on their musical journeys. 

• Grow the cultural capital of all of pupils, but especially those who are the most disadvantaged. 

• Give children the opportunity to collaborate and connect with others.  

• Help children to foster a lifelong love of music by exposing them to diverse musical experiences and igniting a passion for music. 

• Support children to listen and respond to different musical styles, finding their voices as singers and performers and as composers, all will enable them to become confident, reflective 
musicians. 
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 The music curriculum ensures children sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in classroom activities as well as weekly singing assemblies, various concerts and performances and the 
learning of instruments. The elements of music are taught in classroom lessons so that children are able to use the language of music to discuss it, and understand how it is made, played, appreciated and 
analysed. In the classroom students learn how to play various un-tuned and tuned percussion instruments. In doing so they understand the different principles of creating notes, as well as how to devise 
and read their own musical scores and basic music notation. They also learn how to compose, focussing on different dimensions of music, which in turn feeds into their understanding when listening, 
playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using body percussion, vocal sounds and technology is also part of the curriculum, which develops the understanding of musical elements without 
the added complexity of an instrument. 
We also enrich our music curriculum by providing opportunities for: 

• Every child to learn to play an instrument (ukulele in Year 3, djembe, LMS). 

• Children to learn to play another instrument of their choice through paid lessons (keyboard, guitar, ukulele, drums, LMS). 

• Children to sing in a choir and in a range of different performances and class assemblies. 

• Children to sing at least once a week as a whole school. (Every day in assembly) 

• Children to sing regularly in their classroom.   
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When children leave Lincoln Carlton Academy they will be confident, competent and creative musicians. The will have developed a deep and rich subject knowledge of music and will have been given the 
tools they need to pursue the next stage in their musical journey, whether that is at their secondary school, learning or continuing to learn to play an instrument, joining an ensemble or composing their 
own music. The teaching of music appreciation will have supported children will develop a love of music and an appreciation of different musical genres from a range of historical periods and composers.  

 

 

 



Music Appreciation 

At Lincoln Carlton Academy we are committed to building the cultural capital of our pupils, especially those who are the most disadvantaged. Developing an appreciation of 

music across different eras and genres from all around the world is a key componement for building this cultural capital. Music appreciation opportunities are provided 

through music lessons and through whole school assemblies. We have an expertly crafted sequence of music appreciation assemblies that are delivered by our music lead. 

She carefully chooses pieces to share with the children, including those from the model music curriculm and make links between them to support children to develop an 

understanding of the history of music. They listen to entire pieces of music, not just snippets and are exposed to them on more than one occasion so they can draw 

comparisons, make links and most importnantly, enjoy listening to the compositions.  

Assemblies are also used to provide opportunities for children to experience hearing live music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Music - Year 1 – Long Term Overview 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 
A
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Ourselves 
Exploring sounds: 
Using the voice expressively. 
Singing skills 
Performing actions 

Number 
Developing a sense of steady beat 
using movement, body percussion 
and instruments 

Animals 
Develop an understanding of pitch 
through movements, voice and 
instruments. 
Identify contrasts of high and low 
pitch. 
Create chant sounds and sequences.  

Weather 
Use voice, movement and 
instruments to explore ways to 
represent the weather.  
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Machines 
Explore beat through movement, 
body percussion and instruments. 
Combine steady beat with word 
rhythms and explore changes in 
tempo.  

Seasons 
Further develop vocabulary and 
understanding of pitch movements. 
Explore pitch through singing, tuned 
instruments and listening games. 

Our School 
Explore sounds heard in the school 
environment.  
Investigate ways to produce and 
record sound, using ICT.  

Pattern 
Develop an understanding of metre 
– groups of steady beat – through 
counting, body percussion and 
reading scores.  
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Storytime 
Identify contrasts of tempo and 
volume, leading to a performance.  

Our Bodies 
Respond with your body to a steady 
beat and rhythm in music.  
Experience combining rhythm 
patterns with steady beat, using 
percussion. 

Travel 
Develop performance skills and learn 
songs about travel and transport from 
around the world.  

Water 
Use voices, movement and 
instruments to explore changes in 
pitch.  
Develop a performance with 
different vocal pitch shapes and 
tuned percussion.  

 

 



Year 2 – Long Term Overview 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

A
u

tu
m

n
 

Ourselves 
Discover ways to use the voice to 
describe feelings and moods.  
Create and notate vocal sounds, 
building to a performance.  

Toys 
Move and play to a steady beat and 
to sound sequences. 
Control a changing tempo. 

Our Land 
Explore timbre and texture whilst 
exploring descriptive sounds. 
Listen to and perform music inspired 
by myths.  

Our Bodies 
Develop a sense of steady beat 
through the use of the body. 
Respond to music and play rhythm 
patterns on body percussion and 
instruments.  
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Animals 
Develop understanding and 
recognition of changing pitch. 
Interpret pitch line notation using 
voices and tuned instruments. 

Number 
Explore steady beat and rhythm 
patterns. 
Play beats and patterns with body 
percussion, voices and instruments.  

Storytime 
Introduce children to famous pieces 
to stimulate composition.  
Interpret a story board with sound 
effects. 
Develop ideas using voice and 
percussion.  

Seasons 
Develop understanding of pitch 
through movement, songs and 
listening games. 
Become familiar with pitch shapes 
and perform them in a variety of 
musical arrangements.  

Su
m

m
er

 

Weather 
Create descriptive sounds and word 
rhythms with raps and songs.  
Create a descriptive class composition 
using voices and instruments.  

Pattern 
Use simple notation to play, create 
and combine rhythms using body 
percussion and instruments.  

Water 
Sing and play a variety of pitch 
shapes, using movement and ready 
from scores.  
Create a class composition. 

Travel 
Learn a song and accompany using 
voices and instruments. 
Listen to an orchestral piece and 
improvise their own music.  

 

 



Year 3 – Long Term Overview 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 
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Environment 
Explore a selection of songs and 
poems. 
Create accompaniments and sound 
pictures to reflect sounds in the local 
environment.  

Building 
Explore and create rhythms. 
Play games, sing songs and compose 
music to build into a performance.  

Sounds 

Explore how sounds are produced 
and classified.  
Explore timbre and structure 
through musical conversations in 
musical compositions.  

Poetry 
Explore and develop three 
contrasting poems. 
Use voice, body percussion, 
instruments and movement to create 
an expressive performance.  
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China 
Explore the pentatonic scale and 
ways of notating pitch. 
Listen to traditional Chinese music. 
Sing, read and compose music 
ending in a celebration of Chinese 
New Year. 

Time 
Develop understanding of beat, metre 
and rhythm, 
Combine melodic and rhythmic 
patterns. 
Use staff notation as part of a final 
performance.  

The Past 
An introduction to the origins of 
pitch notation using hand signals and 
composing three note melodies.  
Prepare a performance. 
 

Communication 
Make music inspired by technology 
and computing. 
Explore and compose sounds for 
earcoms, emoticons, mobile phone 
ringtones, computer games and apps.  
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The Human Body 
Use percussion instruments to 
improvise, create word rhythms 
and build a final dance.  

Singing in Spanish 
Enhance Spanish language acquisition 
through songs. 

Ancient Worlds 
Explore Ancient Greek Music 
inspired by Orpheus, Echo and 
Theseus. 
Perform song cycles and rounds. 
Compose an ositnati.  

Food and Drink 
Compose word rhythms, sing a round 
and create musical recipes.  

 

 

 



Year 4 – Long Term Overview 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 
A

u
tu

m
n

 

Poetry 
Develop performances of continuing 
poems. 
Use voice to speak expressively and 
rhythmically. 
Discover ways to create ostinato 
accompaniments to enhance a 
performance.  

Environment 
Using the seasons and environment 
as a stimulus for composition.  
Make descriptive accompaniments 
and discover how the environment 
has inspired composers throughout 
history. 

Sounds 
Explore how sounds are produced and 
classified. 
Use voice to make beatbox sounds, 
sing four-part songs and rounds.  

Recycling 
Make junk instruments and use 
them to improvise, compose and 
play junk music in a variety of 
different musical styles.  
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Building 
Explore how music can be structured 
to provide different textures. 
Use layers and rondo structure to 
combine ostinato played on body 
percussion and tuned instruments.  

Around the World 
Explore pentatonic melodies and 
syncopated rhythms, learning that 
fundamental dimensions of music 
are the same all over the world.  

Ancient Worlds 
Explore 20th century minimalist music 
inspired by the Ancient Egyptians.  
Arrange and perform a layered 
pyramid structure.  

Singing Spanish 
Sample the sights and sounds of the 
Spanish speaking world, including 
greetings, counting to twelve and 
playing singing games. 
Explore part singing and 
accompaniments in four contrasting 
songs.  
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Communication 
Create a news programme, complete 
with theme music and school news 
headlines. 
 

Time 
Use music featuring bells and clocks 
to understand rhythm and 
syncopation. 
Sing and play bell patterns, listen to 
an orchestral clock piece and create 
descriptive music.  

In the Past 
Use a variety of notations to build 
performances from different styles 
and periods. 

Food and Drink 
Cook up a musical feast and 
celebrate in a performance of a 
song.  

 

 



Year 5 – Long Term Overview 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 
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Our Community 
Use the song Jerusalem as a basis for looking at changes through time.  
Compose and perform music inspired by the local community, both past 
and present.  

The Solar System 
Embark on a musical journey through the solar system, exploring how the 
universe inspired composers including Claude Debussy, Gustav Holst and 
George Crumb.  
Learn songs and compose pieces linked to space.  
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Life Cycles 
Explore the human lifecycle through the music of Johannes Brahms, Luciano 
Berio, Franz Liszt and Claudio Monteverdi. 
Explore a wide variety of musical moods, styles, genres to sing, perform and 
compose using new techniques and structures.  

Keeping Healthy 
Explore body popping and gospel singing. 
Put together a performance piece using a range of new musical techniques.  
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At the Movies 
Explore music from the 1920s animated films to the present day. 
Learn techniques for creating soundtracks and film scores. 
Compose a piece of movie music.  

Celebration 
Create a lively, celebratory song.  

 

 



 

Year 6 Long Term Overview 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 
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World Unite 
Explore rhythm and melody in singing, movement and dance.  
Learn about beat, syncopation, pitch and harmony but taking a trip around 
the world to celebrate the universal language of music. 

Journeys 
Explore a selection of songs around the theme of life journeys, transition and 
change. 
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Growth 
Explore the concept of busking and flash mobs. 
Explore Ravel’s Bolero through rhythmical mime. 
Learn songs with instrumental accompaniments. 
Create a dance to build a thrilling street performance.  

Roots 
Explore traditional Ghanaian songs and percussion rhythms and the infamous 
spiderman Anasi, who saves the day. 
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Class Awards 
Celebrate the children’s achievements at the end of primary school with 
musical awards. 
Awards are presented along with fanfare, rap, song and famous music.  

Moving On 
Two songs, one looking back, one looking forward, and a musical device for 
linking them provide a moving celebration of the children’s happy memories 
and their hopes for the future.  

 

 



 

Vocabulary and Definitions 

Word Definition Word Definition 
Beat A rhythmic pulse in music or poetry.  Tempo The speed of a piece of music. 

Body percussion Making sounds using different body parts eg. clapping Tuned percussion A musical instrument capable of making sounds of different 
pitches when hit.  

Pitch The frequency of a sound; high or low. Metre A regular recurring pattern of strong and weak beats. 

Contrast One thing being very different to another. Score Music that has been written down.  

Chant A repeated rhythmic phrase, typically one shouted or sung in 
unison by a crowd. 

Vocal Relating to the human voice. 

Rhythm Strong, regular repeating pattern on sound or movement.  Notate To write music down. 

Timbre The sound quality of a note. Texture Layers of sounds within a piece of music and how they 
interact together.  

Composition A creative piece of work.  Improvise Create a perform music spontaneously. 

Accompaniment A musical part which supports or partners an instrument, 
voice, or group. 

Compose Write or create a piece of music. 

Song cycle A set of related songs intended to form a single musical entity. Round A song for three or more unaccompanied voices or parts, 
each singing the same theme but starting one after another. 

Ostinati/ostinato A continually repeated musical phrase or rhythm. Pentatonic scale A musical scale with five notes per octave. 

Octave A series of eight notes. Melody As series of single notes that make a tune.  

Syncopation When the offbeats in a metre - eg beats 2 and 4 in 4/4 time - 
are given a greater degree of emphasis than the main beats 

Harmony  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cross Curricular Links 

Subject Cross Curricular Links 

History Composers and musicians from a range of different historical periods. 
Explore types of music from different periods in history.  

Mathematics Time: measuring time 

English Performance poetry. 

Design and 
Technology 

Make a musical instrument out of junk modelling materials. 

Geography Explore music from around the world. 
 

Science Sound – How does the human ear hear sounds? How are sounds produced? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Progression in Music 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Sing in a group or alone, 
increasingly matching the 
pitch and following the 
melody. 

Sing a song with contrasting 
high and low melodies. 
 
Control vocal dynamics, 
duration and timbre.  
Sing a song together as a 
group.  
 
Combine voices and 
movement to perform 
chants and songs.  
 
Use voices to create 
descriptive sounds.  

Chant and sing in two parts 
while playing a steady beat. 
 
Sing with expression, paying 
attention to the pitch shape 
of the melody. 
 
Understand pitch through 
singing, movement, and 
note names. 
 
Prepare and improve a 
performance using 
movement, voice and 
percussion. 

Sing in two-part harmony. 
 
Copy and create a wide 
range of vocal sounds to 
incorporate into a song.  
 
Sing in two parts (two 
different melodies) with 
movements and percussion. 
 
Perform a round in three 
parts. 

Perform a poem as an 
ensemble with rhythmic 
accuracy to a steady beat.  
 
Use beatbox techniques to 
imitate the sound of a drum 
kit. 
 
Learn to sing partner songs. 
 
Sing a call and response song 
in a minor key in two groups. 
 
Sing a song with three 
simple independent parts. 
 

Combine singing, playing 
and dancing in a 
performance. 
 
Prepare for a performance 
by considering narration, 
performance space, setting 
up and other logistics. 
 
Develop techniques of 
performing rap using texture 
and rhythm. 
 
Sing and play scales and 
chromatic melodies 
accurately. 
 
Sing and play percussion in a 
group piece with changes in 
tempo and dynamic. 
 
Sing a song in unison and 
three-part harmony. 
 
Sing with attention to 
accuracy in rhythm, pitch 
and dynamic.  

Demonstrate understanding 
of pitch through singing 
from 
simple staff notation. 
 
Demonstrate understanding 
of beat and syncopation 
through singing and body 
percussion. 
 
Convey lyrical meaning 
through expressive singing in 
a part-song with echoes. 
 
Learn to sing major and 
minor note patterns 
accurately. 
 
Demonstrate planning, 
directing, and rehearsal skills 
through allocated roles, such 
as technicians and 
researchers. 
 
Develop, rehearse and 
perform a mini-musical, 
including dialogue, singing, 
playing and movements. 
 
Refine vocal performance 
with consideration of 
posture, breathing and 
enunciation. 
 
Perform complex song 
rhythms confidently. 
 
Change vocal tone to reflect 
mood and style. 
 
 
 



 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Explore and engage in 
music making, 
performing solo and in 
groups. 

Identify and keep a 
steady beat using 
instruments. 
 
Explore and control 
dynamics, duration, and 
timbre with 
instruments. 
 
Play percussion 
instruments at different 
speeds (tempi). 
 
Play and control 
changes in tempo. 
 
Explore sounds on 
instruments and find 
different ways to vary 
their sounds.  
 
Use instruments to 
create descriptive 
sounds. 
 
Play fast, slow, loud, 
and quiet sounds on 
percussion instruments.  
 

Listen to and repeat 
rhythmic patterns on 
body percussion and 
instruments. 
 
Play pitch lines on 
tuned percussion. 
 
Accompany a song with 
vocal, body percussion 
and instrumental 
ostinato. 
 
Use instruments 
expressively in response 
to visual stimuli. 
 
 

Accompany a song with 
a melodic ostinato on 
tuned percussion. 
 
Perform a pentatonic 
song with tuned and 
untuned 
accompaniments. 
 
Play independent parts 
in more than one metre 
simultaneously on body 
percussion, untuned 
and tuned percussion.  
 
Perform rhythmic 
ostinati individually and 
in combination. 
 
Understand and use 
pitch notations. 
 
Read simple rhythm 
notation. 
 
Create and perform 
from a symbol score. 
 
Read graphic notation 
to play a melody on 
tuned instruments. 

Combine four body 
percussion ostinati as a 
song accompaniment. 
 
Play a pentatonic song 
with leaps in pitch on 
tuned percussion. 
 
Play and sing repeated 
patterns (ostinati) from 
staff notation. 
 
Play a piece with 
melody, chords, bass 
and rhythm parts from 
graphic, rhythm and 
staff notations.  
 
 

Read a melody in staff 
notation. 
 
Interpret graphic 
notation on various 
sound makers with an 
understanding of their 
qualities and 
capabilities. 
 
Perform music together 
in synchronisation with 
a short movie.  
 
Develop ensemble 
playing, focusing on 
steady beat and placing 
notes accurately 
together.  
 
Control short, loud 
sounds on a variety of 
instruments. 
 
 

Demonstrate 
coordination and 
rhythm skills by 
participating in a 
complex circle game. 
 
Play a chordal 
accompaniment to a 
piece. 
 
Follow and interpret a 
complex graphic score 
for four instruments. 
 
Play tuned instrumental 
parts confidently from 
graphic scores with 
note names.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Explore and engage in 
music making, 
performing solo and in 
groups. 

Improvise descriptive 
music. 
 
Respond to music 
through movement. 
 
Create a soundscape 
using instruments. 
 
Explore different 
sound sources and 
materials. 
 
Explore sounds on 
instruments and find 
different ways to vary 
their sound.  

Explore timbre and 
texture to understand 
how sounds can be 
descriptive.  
 
Combine sounds to 
create a musical effect 
in response to visual 
stimuli.  
 
Explore voices to 
create descriptive 
musical effects. 
 
Explore different ways 
to organise music. 

Improvise descriptive 
music. 
 
Improvise to an 
ostinato 
accompaniment. 
 
Explore simple 
accompaniments using 
beat and rhythm 
patterns.  

Improvise in response 
to visual stimuli, with a 
focus on timbre. 
 
Explore household 
items as instruments 
and match rhythms 
with appropriate 
sound makers. 
 
Improvise melodies 
with a given set of five 
notes (a pentatonic 
scale).  
 
Explore layers and 
layering using a 
graphic score. 
 
Understand 
syncopation and clap 
improvised off-beat 
rhythms.  

Develop 
accompaniments using 
ostinato and invent or 
improvise rhythms on 
untuned percussion. 
 
Learn about jazz scat 
singing and devise scat 
sounds. 
 
Play and improvise 
using the whole tone 
scale. 
 
Create musical effects 
using contrasting 
pitch. 
 
Interpret graphic 
notation on various 
sound makers with an 
understanding of their 
qualities and 
capabilities.  
 
Learn about and 
explore techniques 
used in movie 
soundtracks.  
 
 
 
 
 

Devise, combine and 
structure rhythms 
through dance. 
 
Improvise descriptive 
music on instruments 
and other sound 
makers. 



 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Explore and engage in 
music making, 
performing solo and in 
groups.  

Invent and perform 
new rhythms to a 
steady beat. 
 
Create, play and 
combine simple word 
rhythms. 
 
Create a picture in 
sound. 

Compose music to 
illustrate a story. 
 
Perform and create 
simple three- and four-
beat rhythms 
using a simple score. 

Select descriptive 
sounds to accompany 
a poem. 
 
Choose different 
timbres to make an 
accompaniment. 
 
Make choices about 
musical structure. 
 
Create and perform 
from a symbol score. 
 
Arrange an 
accompaniment with 
attention to balance 
and musical effect. 
 
Use a score and 
combine sounds to 
create different 
musical textures. 

Compose an 
introduction for a 
song. 
 
Compose and notate 
pentatonic melodies 
on a graphic score. 
 
Compose a rap. 
 
Compose a fanfare. 
 
Compose and play 
sequences of word 
rhythms. 
 

Develop a structure for 
a vocal piece and 
create graphic scores. 
 
Explore extended vocal 
techniques through 
listening to and 
composing ‘a capella’ 
(unaccompanied) vocal 
music based on 
graphic score. 
 
Use the musical 
dimensions to create 
and perform music for 
a movie. 
 
Evaluate and refine 
compositions with 
reference to the 
inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
 
Create sounds for a 
movie, following a 
timesheet. 

Revise, rehearse, and 
develop music for 
performance, with 
reference to the inter-
related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Compose programme 
music from a visual 
stimulus. 

 

 

 

 



 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Listen attentively, 
move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing feelings and 
responses.  

Recognise and respond 
to changes in tempo in 
music. 
 
Identify changes in 
pitch and respond to 
them with movement.  
 
Understand how music 
can tell a story. 
 
Understand musical 
structure by listening 
and responding 
through movement.  

Match descriptive 
sounds to images. 
 
Listen to and repeat 
back rhythmic patterns 
on instruments and 
body percussion.  

Listen to and learn 
about Hindustani 
classical music. 
 
Learn how sounds are 
produced and how 
instruments are 
classified.  
 
Listen to and learn 
about traditional 
Chinese music. 
 
Listen to and learn 
about a Romantic 
piece of music. 
 
Listen to and learn 
about a medieval 
antiphon. 
 
Listen to, learn about, 
play and dance to 
Tudor dance music. 

Understand how 
rhythmic articulation 
affects musical 
phrasing.  
 
Explore the descriptive 
music of two famous 
composers of the 20th 
and 21st century. 
 
Listen to and learn 
about 1940s dance 
band music. 
 
Listen to and play 
along with Bhangra 
music. 
 
Copy rhythms and a 
short melody. 
 
Match short rhythmic 
phrases with rhythm 
notation. 
 
Listen to and learn 
about Renaissance 
instruments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hear and understand 
the features of the 
whole tone scale. 
 
Listen to and learn 
about modern 
classical/avant garde 
music (20th century). 
 
Learn about the music 
of an early Baroque 
opera. 
 
Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
effect of music in 
movies. 

Follow and interpret a 
complex graphic score 
for four instruments. 
 
Experience and 
understand the effect 
of changing harmony. 
 
Listen to and 
understand 
modulation in a 
musical bridge. 



 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Listen attentively, 
move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing feelings and 
responses. 

Identify a sequence of 
sounds (structure) in a 
piece of music. 
 
Listen in detail to a 
piece of orchestral 
music (e.g. identify 
instruments).  
 
Identify metre by 
recognising its pattern. 
 
Identify a repeated 
rhythm pattern. 

Identify ways of 
producing sounds (e.g. 
shake, strike, pluck). 
 
Identify rising and 
falling pitch. 
 
Listen in detail to a 
piece of orchestral 
music (e.g. identify 
how it depicts a 
season. 
 
Use simple musical 
vocabulary to describe 
music. 
 
Listen, describe and 
respond to 
contemporary 
orchestral music.  

Identify the metre in a 
piece of music. 
 
Recognise rhythm 
patterns in staff 
notation. 
 
Recognise pitch 
shapes. 
 
 

Identify different 
instrument groups 
from a recording. 
 
Describe the structure 
of a piece of orchestral 
music. 
 
Develop listening skills 
by analysing and 
comparing music 
from different 
tradition. 
 
Identify key features of 
minimalist music. 
 
Compare and contrast 
the structure of two 
pieces of music. 
 
Identify the metre of a 
new song or piece. 
 
Listen to and analyse 
20th century ballet 
music. 

Listen to a 19th 
century tone poem 
and describe its effects 
and use of the musical 
dimension. 
 
Listen to and analyse 
19th century 
impressionist music using 
musical vocabulary. 
 
Compare and contrast 
two pieces of 19th 
century Romantic music.  
 
Identify changes in 
tempo and their effects. 
 
Evaluate and refine 
compositions with 
reference to the 
inter-related dimensions 
of music. 

 
Explore and analyse a 
song arrangement and its 
structure. 

 
Rehearse, improve and 
analyse an ensemble 
performance, 
with attention to balance 
and staying in time. 

Revise, rehearse, and 
develop music for 
performance, with 
reference to the inter-
related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Discuss the music of a 
Russian Romantic 
composer with 
reference to a painting 
from the same period. 

 

 

 


