
 

 

 

The History Curriculum 
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Lincoln Carlton Academy was built a stone’s throw from the centre of historic Lincoln and our history curriculum has been des igned to ensure that our 

pupils develop a deep understanding of the rich history of their locality. The curriculum has been designed to give children opportunities to investigate and 

interpret the past, understand chronology, build an overview of Britain’s past as well as that of the wider world, and to be able to communicate historically. 

The EYFS and Key Stage One Curriculum focuses on events, significant people and themes to allow children to develop skills such as gathering evidence from a 

range of sources, developing chronology and communicating their ideas in a variety of different ways. The Key Stage Two curriculum has been designed to be 

delivered in chronological order to ensure that pupils have a solid understanding of how each event, person or era they learn about fits into the bigger 

picture.   

 

Teaching about Britain’s past including colonialism and its brutality 
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The history curriculum is taught in 6 week blocks and three blocks are taught each year. The history topic often forms the theme for the whole half term and 

this allows lots of opportunities for links to be made with other subjects, in particular, English, Art and Design and Design and technology. This in turn helps 

children to gain a greater depth of understanding of the theme being taught. Teachers plan carefully to ensure that clear links are made to prior learning in 

key concepts including: Chronology, interpreting the past 
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Pupils will: 

• Have a passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of 
how and why people interpret the past in different ways.  

• Have excellent knowledge of people, events and contexts from a range of historical periods ad of historical concepts and processes.  

• Have the ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas very confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences.  

• Have a desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a range of history topics.  

• Have the ability to think, react, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry.  

• Have a respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgements. 
 

 

 



 
 

EYFS End of Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage 2 
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Recount changes that 

have occurred in 

their own lives eg. 

how have you changed 

since birth? 

 

Sequence events, artefacts or pictures in 

chronological order (e.g. from different time 

periods) within their life 

Sequence a collection of artefacts, pictures 

and events from a period in history studied 

and begin to recall dates of important 

festivals or celebrations  

Describe memories of key events in lives 

and order chronologically on a mini timeline 

Use a timeline within a specific time in 

history to set out the order things may have 

happened 

Sequence events or artefacts 

Use dates related to the passing of time 

Show a developing understanding of 

chronology realising that the past can be 

divided up into different time periods 

Place events from a period studied on a 

time line  

Use terms related to the period and begin 

to date events  

Understand and use more complex terms 

e.g. BCE/AD 

Plot history on a timeline using centuries 

and decades 

Remember key historical facts and some 

dates from a period studied 

 

 

Place current study on time line in 

relation to other studies  

Know and sequence key events of time 

studied  

Relate current studies to previous studies 

make comparisons between different 

times in history 

Independently place historical events or 

change on a timeline, to outline different 

information remembering key facts from 

a period of history studied. 

Place current study on time line in 

relation to other studies  

Use relevant dates and terms  

Sequence up to ten events on a time line 

Place features of historical events and 

people from past societies and periods in 

a chronological framework 
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Use vocabulary relating 

to time such as: 

Before, long ago, a long 

time ago 

 

 

 

• Describe historical events – The Great Fire of 
London, the story of Grace Darling, the first 
man landing on the moon.  

• Describe significant people from the past – 

Florence Nightingale, Grace Darling, Neil 

Armstrong, Sir Joseph Banks 

• Recognise that there are reasons why people 

in the past acted as they did. 

  

 

• Describe changes that have happened in 

the locality of the school throughout history. 

The building of Lincoln Castle. The Signing of the 

Magna Carta 

• Give a broad overview of life in Britain 

from The Stone Age until the invasion of the 

Anglo-Saxons 

• Compare some of the times studied with 

those of other areas of interest around the 

world. 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 

religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features of the 

past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children 

 

Identify continuity and change in the history 

of the locality of the school. 

• Give a broad overview of life in Britain 

from medieval until the Tudor and Stuarts 

times. 

• Compare some of the times studied with 

those of the other areas of interest around 

the world.  

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 

religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features of the 

past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children. 
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• Understand that you 
can find out about the 
past by asking people 
about their 
experiences eg. an 
account of what 
school, was like for a 
parent or grandparent 

 

• Investigate artefacts 
from the past eg. toys, 
household items 

• Identify ways in which the past can be 
represented including: 

• Drawings and paintings 

• Written accounts 

• Photographs 

• Artefacts 

• Letters 
 
• Observe or handle evidence to ask 

questions and find answers to questions 
about the past. 

 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online 
sources and databases to find out about the 
past. 

• Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past. 

• Suggest suitable sources of evidence for 
historical enquiries. 

• Use more than one source of evidence for 
historical enquiry in order to gain a more 
accurate understanding of history. 

• Describe different accounts of a historical 
event, explaining some of the reasons why 
the accounts may differ. 

• Suggest causes and consequences of some 
of the main events and changes in history. 

 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce 

information about the past. 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, giving 

reasons for choices. 

• Use sources of information to form 

testable hypotheses about the past. 

• Seek out and analyse a wide range of 

evidence in order to justify claims about the 

past. 

• Show an awareness of the concept of 

propaganda and how historians must 

understand the social context of evidence 

studied. 

• Understand that no single source of 

evidence gives the full answer to questions 

about the past. 

• Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

EYFS – Autumn 1 Understanding the World – History – My family and me 

Prior Learning Next Steps 

EYFS Curriculum: 3 – 4 years 

Children begin to make sense of their own life-story 

and family’s history. 

EYFS – Spring 1 – Find out how life was the same and different for our grandparents.  

Knowledge Objectives 

• To know that people grow from being babies to adults. This happens over time.   

• To know that the past is something that happened before today.  

• To know that some things happened longer ago than others.  

• Talk about members of their own family and community.  

Key Vocabulary 

 

Knowledge to be taught 

Every human is born as a baby and grows to be an adult. Explore baby photos of themselves and familiar adults.  

People in their immediate and extended family were born at different times in the past. 

The past is something that happened before today.  

Some things happened longer ago than others. 



 

A child’s parents will be older than them. 

A child’s grandparents are older than them and their parents.  

 

Older people can remember things from longer ago.  

 

Children will know who the members of their immediate and extended family are. 

They will be able to share stores about their family from the past (for example, they might know where their mum or dad went to school. They might remember a family 

occasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS – Autumn 2 Understanding the World – History 

Prior Learning Next Steps 

Children begin to make sense of their own life-story 

and family’s history. 

Year 1 – Learn about an event or individual beyond living memory – Florence Nightingale, the Great Fire of London 

Knowledge Objectives 



To know that some events in the past happened before we (or our present family members) were born. 

To know that some events are still celebrated because they were so important.  

To know who wanted to kill King James I and why. 

Key Vocabulary 

Long ago, before, significant, plot, foil, on the throne 

Knowledge to be taught 

This is an event that happened before all of your current family members were born. 

It happened over 400 years ago. 

People in the UK still remember it. 

 

The Gunpowder plot happened in 1605. 

King James I was on the throne. 

Guy Fawkes didn’t like King James I because they didn’t believe in the same things. 

He formed a group with some of his friends and they plotted to kill the king.  

They put barrels of gunpowder underneath the Palace of Westminster in London. 

They were caught hiding the gunpowder and the king was saved.  

The plot was foiled on the fifth of November 1605 and that is why people in the UK celebrate with bonfires and fireworks on this date. 

 



   

The Palace of Westminster in 1605                                 King James I                                      Guy Fawkes                                          The men who plotted to kill the king 

Definitions 

Plot A plan made in secret by a group of people 

Foil To stop something from happening. 

On the throne The person who is the King or the Queen 

 



EYFS – Spring 1 

Prior Learning Next Steps 
EYFS – 3-4 years old 
Children begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 

Year 1 – Learn about an event or individual beyond living memory – Florence Nightingale, the 
Great Fire of London 

Key Vocabulary 
Past, ago, before, same, different, living memory 
Knowledge to be taught 
Children need to be taught that things have happened in the world before they were born (beyond living memory).  
They need to understand that some things have remained the same and some things are very different.  
 
How was life different for your grandparents when they were five? 50 years ago 
 

What was the same? What is different? 

They went to school every day. 

They enjoyed reading books, playing games and colouring. 

Most homes had a TV but not all. 

Children enjoyed listening to music played on records, cassettes or 

on the radio. 

They ate similar foods. 

 

They would have played outside more often. 

No mobile phones, iPads or games consoles 

Colour TV was fairly new. Most people watched black and white TV 

The internet had not been invented. 

Clothing looked different. 

Cars looked different. 

Some teachers and schools punished children by hitting them.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Key Stage 1 – History Year 1 – Autumn 2 
Lincoln Castle 

 

Cross-Curricular Links 
PHSE – Human rights, equality, fairness and justice 
Geography – Local links 
British Values – the rule of law – Magna Carta, Lincoln Castle and 
its use for the Crown Court 

 

Monarch and Dynasty 
1066 – 1087 – William I (William the Conqueror) – Norman 
1087 – 1100 – William II – Norman 
1100 – 1154 – Henry I – Norman 
1154 – 1189 – Richard I - Plantagenet 
1189 – 1199 – King John -  Plantagenet 
1199 – 1216 – Henry III -  Plantagenet 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next steps 
Motte, bailey, castle, keep, dungeon, defence, 
battle, earthwork, rebels 

EYFS 
Language linked to time and chronology. 
Sequencing times of the day, days of the week and months of the year Learning about a 
time beyond living memory (the lives of their grandparents) 

Year 4 – The Magna Carta and the Battle of 
Lincoln 

Key Assessment Questions 
When was Lincoln Castle built? 
Who built Lincoln Castle? 
What type of castle is Lincoln Castle? 
What are the defensive features of the castle? 
 

Knowledge to be taught Historical Sources 
Lincoln Castle 

• Built in 1068 by William the Conqueror. 

• Mott and Bailey Castle – A stone keep built on raised earthwork – at Lincoln Castle it was named Lucy Tower. 

• It was built to defend William and his armies from rebels living further North. 

• Cobb Hall – used to defend the castle’s north east corner – also used as a dungeon. 

• Observatory Tower – added in the 19th century but the purpose is unknown 

• 1788 – the prison opened in the grounds 

• 1826 – Gothic Revival courthouse built. This still houses Lincoln Crown Court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawings of Lincoln  
Castle. Consider why 
there are no 
photographs or  
drawings 
from 1068. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Definitions 
Motte – A mound forming the site of a castle 
Bailey – The outer wall of a castle 
Keep – The strongest or central tower of a castle, acting as a final place of safety. 
Dungeon – A strong, underground prison cell. 
Defence – The action of defending from attack. 
Battle – A fight between two large armies. 
Earthwork – A large, manmade mound of soil. 
Rebel – A person who rises up against a leader 
Latin – The language of Ancient Rome and its Empire 
Empire – A large group of countries ruled over by one person. 
 



Moon Zoom Key Stage 1 – History Year 1 – Spring 1 
Cross-Curricular Links 
Science – Earth and Space 
Geography – Locational knowledge – Pacific Ocean, Russia, Florida, Kazakhstan 

Monarch and Dynasty 
1936 – 1952 – George VI – House of Windsor 
1952 to today – Queen Elizabeth II – House of Windsor 

Key Vocabulary Prior learning Next Steps 
Earth, moon, orbit, mission, astronaut, space, 
experiment, voyage 

EYFS 
Language linked to time and chronology. 
Sequencing times of the day, days of the week and months of the year 
Learning about a time beyond living memory (the lives of their grandparents) 
Year 1 
Using a source to gather historical information or evidence. 

Year 5 – Copernicus, Galileo and Newton 
and their discoveries about space. 

Key Assessment Questions 

Who was the first person to go into space? 
Who was the first man to walk on the moon? 
When did the first man walk on the moon? 
Who was the first British astronaut to go to the International Space Station in 2015? 

Knowledge to be taught: Sources to be used: 
• In 1949 the first animal was sent into space. He was a Rhesus Monkey called Albert II. He flew 83 miles away from Earth.  

• In 1957, a Russian dog called Laika, became the first animal to orbit the Earth.  

• In 1961, Yuri Gagarin became the first human to go into space. He was Russian and had trained as an engineer and fighter pilot. He became 
a national hero in Russia and a worldwide celebrity. 

 
Man lands on the moon 

• The mission that took humans to the moon was called Apollo 11. 

• On 16th July 1969, the Saturn V rocket blasted off from Cape Kennedy in Florida, heading to the moon.  

• Neil Armstrong, Edwin (Buzz) Armstrong and Michael Collins were on board and had spent months training to be astronauts. 

• On 20th July 1969, Neil Armstrong stood on the surface of the moon. He said the now famous phrase, “One small step for man, one giant 
leap for mankind.” 

• Buzz Aldrin followed and they spent 3 hours walking on the moon and performing experiments. 

• They left an American flag there before they left.  

• The Apollo 11 mission returned to Earth on 24th July, landing safely in the Pacific Ocean.  
 
Tim Peake visits the International Space Station (ISS) 

• The ISS orbits the earth and is capable of housing humans. 

• Tim Peake had been in the British Army and is a trained helicopter pilot.  

• On 15th December 2015, he blasted off in the Russian Soyuz rocket from Kazakhstan.  

• Tim spent 6 months at the ISS where he conducted experiments and stayed in touch with British schools via social media. 

Newspaper front pages 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TV News Reports 
 



Timeline and Chronology 

 

Definitions 
Earth – The planet on which we live, the world 
Moon -  the natural satellite of the earth, visible (chiefly at night) by reflected light from the sun. 
Orbit – A curved path around a planet. 
Mission – An important job given to a group of people. 
Astronaut – A person who is trained to travel in a spacecraft 
Space – The universe beyond the earth’s atmosphere. 
Atmosphere – A layer of gas surrounding a planet. 
Experiment – A test done to find something out. 
Voyage – A long journey involving travel on the sea or in space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1949

Monkeys are sent into 
space. His name was 

Albert II.

1957

Laika, a Russian dog, 
becomes the first animal 

to orbit the Earth. 

1961

Yuri Gargarin becomes 
the first man in space.

1969

Buzz Aldrin and Neil 
Armstrong become the 
first humans to walk on 

the moon. 

1991

Helen Sharman becomes 
the first British 

astronaut in space.

2015

Tim Peake becomes the 
first British astronaut to 

visit the International 
Space Station. 



Key Stage 1 – History Year 1 – Spring 2 

Dinosaur Dig Cross-Curricular Links 
 Science – Fossils, carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

Key Vocabulary Skills 
Palaeontology, fossil, era, preserve, meteorite, extinct • Describe in simple terms the importance of a local place, landmark or artefact. 

• Use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago. 

Knowledge to be taught 
Palaeontology is the study of fossilised plants and animals, including the dinosaurs. The presence of dinosaurs is only known as their fossils have been discovered and studied by 
palaeontologists.  
A fossil is the preserved remains of a plant or animal.  
The dinosaurs lived on Earth 248 million years ago. This was called the Mesozoic Era and it lasted for approximately 165 million years. They were amazing animals that ruled the 
land long before humans did. Some were very small but some were huge like the Diplodocus. Other well-known dinosaurs were the Tyrannosaurus-Rex, Stegosaurus, 
Brachiosaurus, Triceratops and Pterodactyl.  
The word dinosaur means ‘terrible lizard’.  
Some dinosaurs ate meat (carnivores) whereas some only ate plants (herbivores). 

Carnivores Herbivores 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tyrannosaurus Rex Giganatosaurus Brachiosaurus Diplodoccus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spinosaurus Velociraptor Stegasaurus Triceratops  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
65 million years ago, an enormous meteorite hit Earth and killed all of the dinosaurs. This made all of the dinosaurs extinct. 
The Lincoln Plesiosaur 
Approximately 180 million years ago, the area we now know as Lincolnshire was covered by a tropical sea. The creatures that once swam in that sea are now often found as 
fossils. 
On the site of what is now St Faith’s Infant School, the fossil of a plesiosaur was found. It lay unstudied for many years but we now know that it was killed by a larger creature, 
probably another plesiosaur, whose bite broke its spine and it fell to the sea floor to become covered by sand which stopped it being disturbed. Teeth marks can be seen on the 
bones which is evidence of this attack.  
What were plesiosaurs like? 
Plesiosaurs usually had a long neck, a broad body, four flippers and a short tail. The plesiosaur used its paddles to propel (move) itself through the water. The plesiosaur would 
have eaten fish and other marine life, and used its long neck to snap at prey. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Mesozoic Era 



Definitions 
Palaeontology - The study of fossils of plants and animals. 
Era - A long period of time. 
Fossil - The preserved remains of a plant or animal. 
Preserve - Maintain something in its original state. 
Meteorite - A piece of rock or metal that has fallen to the earth's surface from outer space as a meteor. 
Extinct - An animal or plant that no longer exists. 



Key Stage 1 – History Year 1 – Summer 1 

Theme: Superheroes Cross-Curricular Links 
Science – Health and Disease 
Geography – Locational Knowledge – Russia, Italy, 
UK, Turkey 

Monarch and Dynasty 
1765 – 1837 – King William IV – House of Hanover 
1837 – 1901 – Queen Victoria – House of Hanover 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Recount, past, significant, research, sequence, source, 
knowledge, understanding, record, evidence, founder, 
pioneer, modern, medicine 

EYFS – Language linked to time and chronology. 
Sequencing times of the day, days of the week and months of the year 
Learning about a time beyond living memory (the lives of their grandparents) 

Year 6 – The Victorian Era and the British Empire 

Key Assessment Questions 
What was Florence Nightingale’s job? 
What did she do that made her so important? 
What is her legacy today? 

Knowledge to be taught: Historical Sources 

Born: 12 May 1820 in Florence, Italy 
Lived in: England, UK 
Occupation: Nurse – trained at a Christian school for women in Germany 
Died: 13 August 1910 
Best known for: Founding modern nursing 
Opened a Women’s hospital in London in 1853. 
1954 – Went to Crimea where a war had broken out. Cleaned up the hospitals and wards and looked after injured soldiers. 
Also known as: Lady with the Lamp 
See biography at:  https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/florence-nightingale/ 
 
What is her legacy today? 

• She was the first person to recognise that nurses were an essential part of health care.  

• She believed that everyone should be looked after regardless of their religion or race. This is at the heart of modern nursing 
today.  

• She began the process of having hospitals that were clean and well-equipped.  

• She influenced the government and made changes last.  

Use photographs to describe the 

condition in hospitals and on 

battlefields before and after the work 

of Florence Nightingale. 

 

Timeline and Chronology 

 
 
 
 
 

1820

Florence Nightingale is 
born in Florence, Italy

1821

Nightingale family move 
from Italy to England

1837

Florence Nightingale is 
called to the nursing 
profession by God.

Queen Vicoria becomes 
the British Monarch

1851

Florence trains as a nurse 
in Germany

1853

Florence opens a hospital 
for women in London

1854

Florence travels to the 
Crimea to look after 
wounded soldiers.

1901

Queen Victoria dies and 
Edward VII becomes 

monarch

1910

Florence Hightingale dies

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/florence-nightingale/


 

Definitions 
Recount – To tell someone about something. 
Past – Gone by in time or no longer existing. 
Significant – Important and remarkable 
Research (verb) – to discover information 
Sequence (verb) – To put in order 
Sequence (noun) - a particular order in which related things follow each other. 
Source – A book, photograph, drawing or other artefact used to gather information. 
Artefact – An object made by a human being. 
Record – Put down in writing or other permanent form 
Evidence – Available information 
Founder – A person who starts something 
Pioneer -  A person who is among the first to research and develop a new area of knowledge or activity 
Modern – Relating to the present time.  
Medicine – The practice of diagnosing, treating and preventing disease. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 1 – History Year 2 – Autumn 2 

Bright Lights, Big City Monarch and Dynasty 

1630 – 1685 – Charles II – House of Stuart 

Monarch and Dynasty 

1630 – 1685 – Charles II – House of Stuart 

Key Vocabulary  Prior Learning 
Bakery, quell, inferno, tinder dry, narrow, warren, 
extinguish, fire break, escape, monument, brigade, 
insurance 

EYFS – Language linked to time and chronology. 
Sequencing times of the day, days of the week and months of the year 
Learning about a time beyond living memory (the lives of their grandparents) 
Using a source to gather historical information or evidence. 

Key Assessment Questions 
When did the fire start? 
Where did the fire start?  
Why did the fire spread so quickly? 
How did they stop the spread of the fire? 
What is the legacy of the fire? 

Knowledge to be taught 
“A fire started on September 2nd 1666 in the King’s bakery (owned by Thomas Farriner) in Pudding Lane near London Bridge. 
Fires were quite a common occurrence in those days and were soon quelled, however that summer had been very hot and there had been no rain for weeks, so consequently the wooden houses 
and buildings were tinder dry. The fire soon took hold: 300 houses quickly collapsed and the strong east wind spread the flames further, jumping from house to house. The fire swept through the 
warren of streets lined with houses, the upper stories of which almost touched across the narrow winding lanes. Efforts to bring the fire under control by using buckets quickly failed. Panic began 
to spread through the city. As the fire raged on, people tried to leave the city and poured down to the River Thames in an attempt to escape by boat.” 
 

• There was no formal fire brigade. 

• People used water from the river and buckets to try and extinguish the flames.  

• People pulled houses down with fire hooks to try and create a fire break.  

• The Navy blew up houses using dynamite to create a fire break.  

• The last fire was extinguished on 6th September 1666 by a group of people led by Samuel Peyps. 
 

What was the legacy of the fire? 

• One third of the houses in London were destroyed and 100,000 people were made homeless.  

• It took 50 years to rebuild the city.  

• A monument was built 

• The idea of insurance was born. 

• Organised fire brigades were formed.  
 
 
 
 
 



Definitions 

Quell – To put an end to 
Inferno – A large fire that is dangerously out of control.  
Tinder dry – Extremely dry with the high chance of catching fire.  
Extinguish – To put out. 
Brigade – A group of people with a similar interests or skills 
Bakery – A place where bread and cakes are made 
Narrow – Small width in relation to length 
Warren – A network of narrow, interconnecting passages. 
Fire break – An obstacle/barrier to stop the   spread of a fire. 
Escape – To get away 
Monument – A statue, building or structure to help commemorate (remember) an event or person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 1 - History Year 2 – Summer 2 

Grace Darling Cross-Curricular Links 
PSHE – Water Safety 

Monarch and Dynasty 
George III - 1760-1820 – House of Hanover 
George IV - 1820-1830 -  House of Hanover 
William IV - 1830-1837 -  House of Hanover 
Victoria - 1837-1901 -  House of Hanover 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Lighthouse, lighthouse keeper, shipwreck, 
survivor, run aground, guide, ship, shipping, 
foundered, sunk, vessel, bravery, national, 
heroine, selfless, adversity 

EYFS 
Language linked to time and chronology. 
Sequencing times of the day, days of the week and months of the year Learning about 
a time beyond living memory (the lives of their grandparents) 
Year 1 
Using a source to gather historical information or evidence. 

Year 6 
The Victorian Era and the British Empire 

Key Assessment Questions 
Who was Grace Darling and where did she live? 
What did Grace do to make her famous? 
What can we learn from Grace Darling’s example? 

Knowledge to be taught: Sources to be used 
• Grace Darling was born in 1815 in Northumberland. 

• She lived in the Farne Islands in a small cottage attached to a lighthouse. Her father was the lighthouse keeper. 

• In the early hours of 7th September 1838, Darling spotted the wreck and survivors of the Forfarshire, on Big Harcar, a nearby low rocky 
island. 

• The Forfarshire had foundered on the rocks and broken in half: one of the halves had sunk during the night. 

• Grace and her father knew it was too rough for the nearest lifeboat to venture out and so they took a rowing boat out to the shipwreck to 
rescue the survivors. 

• They rescued four men and a woman and returned them to the safety of the lighthouse. 
 

• As news of the rescue and Grace’s extraordinary bravery reached the mainland, Grace became a national heroine.  

• Grace and her father were awarded the Silver Medal for bravery by the Royal National Institution for the Preservation of Life from 
Shipwreck, later named the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). 

 
What can we learn from Grace Darling’s example? 
Grace put the lives and safety of others above that of herself. 
She was selfless and brave in the face of adversity.  

Pictures of Grace Darling and her family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A letter from Grace Darling to the Duke of 
Northumberland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_National_Lifeboat_Institution


Definitions 
Lighthouse -  a tower or other structure containing a light to warn or guide ships at sea. 
Lighthouse keeper – a person who looks after the lighthouse and often lives there. 
Shipwreck - the destruction of a ship at sea by sinking or breaking up 
Survivor – A person who is still alive after an event where other people have died. 
Run aground – To get trapped on rocks on the sea bed 
Guide – to show the way 
Ship – a type of boat 
Founder – To fill with water and sink 
Vessel – A ship or large boat 
Bravery – courageous behaviour 
National – relating to the whole of a country 
Heroine – A woman admired for her extraordinary bravery 
Selfless – Concerned more about the needs of others than yourself 
Adversity – A difficult or unpleasant situation 
 



Key Stage 2 – History Year 3 – Autumn 1 

Topic: Tribal Tales Cross-Curricular Links 
Geography 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 

Existence, dwelling, stone age, iron age, bronze, alloy, 
copper, tin, artefact, smelting, material 

Year 1 – The Jurassic Period Year 4 – The arrival of the Romans in the UK and then Lincoln 

Key Assessment Questions 

What evidence is there of the earliest existence of humans? 
Why was it called the stone age? 
What kind of dwellings did people live in during the Stone Age? 
What sort of clothes did people wear in the Stone Age? 
When did the iron age begin? 
What was the process of making iron called? 

Knowledge to be taught: Sources to be used 

The Stone Age 
Cave Paintings – The first evidence of human existence. 
Why did people draw inside caves? What do these cave paintings tell us about the Stone Age? 
 
At this time in history it was possible to walk from Lincolnshire to Holland across a land bridge 
 
Why was it called the Stone Age? 

• How did people live in the Stone Age? 

• What kind of dwellings did Stone Age people live in? 

• What sort of clothes did they wear? 

• What food did they eat? 
 

The Bronze Age lasted 1500 years. 
Bronze is an alloy made of copper and tin. 
Explore some of the artefacts at The Collection in Lincoln. 
 
The Iron Age 
By 500BC, iron had replaced bronze. 
Look at the process of smelting and why iron was a more suitable material than bronze. 
Explore the structure and importance of hill forts. 

Photographs of cave paintings                   Stone and Bronze Age Artefacts held at The Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map showing the land bridge between then British Isles and Europe 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Timeline and Chronology 

 
 
 
 

Definitions 
Alloy – A mixture of two or more types of metal. 
Dwelling – A place where someone lives. 
Artefact -  an object made by a human being, typically one of cultural or historical interest. 
Smelting -  extract (metal) from its ore by a process involving heating and melting. 
Bronze – An alloy of copper and tin. 
Hill fort -  An area on a hilltop enclosed by a system of defensive banks and ditches 
 
 

15000BC

The first cave 
paintings were 

created 
depicting 
animals.

820BC

The last land 
bridge between 
Lincolnshire and 
Holland is taken 

over by salt 
marsh.

4000BC

People start to 
farm and make 

items outof 
pottery.

3750bc

The last woolly 
mammoth dies

3000BC

Construction 
starts on 

Stonehenge

2000BC

Bronze axes are 
developed.

1000BC

Tribal kingdoms 
start to appear

800BC

Hill Forts are 
constructed

AD43

The first Romans 
arrive in Britain



Key Stage 2 – History Year 3 – Autumn 2 

The Tragedy of Pompeii Cross-Curricular Links 
Geography – Volcanoes and earthquakes 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
City, resort, wealthy, forum, temple, fountain, aqueduct, 
amphitheatre, erupt, buried, archaeology, discover, excavation, 
pioneer 

Year 3 – Autumn 2 – The Stone age and the Iron Age Year 4 – The Romans arrive in the UK and then in 
Lincoln.  

Key Assessment Questions 
What was the city of Pompeii like before the eruption? 
What was the volcano called that erupted? 
When did Mount Vesuvius erupt? 
What happened when the volcano erupted? 

Knowledge to be taught: 
Pompeii was a major city in the times of Ancient Rome – 20,000 people were estimated to have lived there.  
 
Features of the city of Pompeii: 

• Pompeii was a resort destination for wealthy Romans who had holiday homes there. 

• Pompeii was a typical Roman city. 

• On one side of the city was the forum – this is where much of the business of the city was carried out. 

• There were also temples to Venus, Jupiter, and Apollo near the forum. 

• An aqueduct carried water into the city to be used in the public baths and fountains. The rich even had running water in their homes.  
The people of Pompeii enjoyed their entertainment. There was a large amphitheatre that could seat around 20,000 people for gladiator games. 

• There were also a number of theatres for plays, religious celebrations, and musical concerts. 
 
On August 24th 79AD, Mount Vesuvius erupted. 

• Scientists estimate that 1.5 million tons of ash and rock shot out of the volcano every second. 

• The ash cloud likely towered over 20 miles high above the mountain. 

• Some people managed to escape, but most didn't. 

• They were buried in up to 6 metres of burning, hot ash.  It is estimated that 16,000 people died.  
Timeline of archaeology and different discoveries: 

 
Giseppe Fiorelli poured cement into the hollow shells left by the bodies. This allowed archaeologists to see what the bodies were like when they were covered in ash.  
 
 

AD79

Mount Vesuvius erupts

1748

Pompeii and the body 
shells are discovered for 
the first time by Dominca 

Fontana.

1763

An inscription (“Rei 
publicae Pompeianorum”) 
was found that identified 

the site as Pompeii.

1860

Giseppe Fiorelli is 
appointed as director of 

excavations to stop 
'treasure hunters' and 

haphazard digging.

1864

Giseppe Fiorelli pioneers a 
technique that preserves 

the body shells. 

1990s

Two thirds of the city had 
been excavated



Timeline and Chronology 

 
Definitions 
City – A large town 
Resort – A place that people go to for holidays 
Wealthy – A description of someone who has lots of money 
Forum – A public square or marketplace 
Temple – A building used to worship Gods or Goddesses 
Fountain - An ornamental structure in a pool or lake from which one or more jets of water are pumped into the air. 
Aqueduct – A channel for moving water in the form of a bridge.  
Amphitheatre - an open circular or oval building with a central space surrounded by tiers of seats for spectators, for the presentation of dramatic or sporting events. 
Erupt – Become active and eject lava, gas and ash 
Bury – To completely cover 
Archaeology - The study of human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites   
Excavate – Remove earth carefully in order to find things that have been buried.  
Pioneer – A person who is the first to develop something new.  

27BC

The Roman Empire begins

4AD - 6AD

Jesus is born 

AD43

Emperor Claudius arrives in 
Southern England with 40,000 

soldiers.

Between AD50 and AD60

The Romans arrived in Lincoln

AD79

Mount Vesuvius erupts 476AD

The Roman Empire collapses



Key Stage 2 – History Year 3 – Summer 2 

The Slave Trade  Cross-Curricular Links 
British Values – Tolerance and mutual respect 
PSHE – Racial inequality and discrimination 
Geography – Locating countries and oceans linked to the slave trade 

Key Vocabulary Key assessment questions 
Slave, trader, colony, forceful, 
abhorrent, abolish, plantation, 
segregate, boycott 

Can you explain what the Atlantic Slave Trade was and why it is such a stain on British history? 
Can you talk about one of the key abolitionists and what they did in the fight to abolish slavery? 
Who was Rosa Parks/Martin Luther King and what did they do to fight racial inequality? 

Knowledge to be taught: 
The Atlantic (triangular) Slave Trade 
In the 15th century, Portuguese traders travelled to west African countries such as Guinea and Angola with the hope of  
finding gold. They soon found out that they could make more money by forcefully enslaving native Africans, taking 
them against their will back to their colonies in places like Uruguay and Venezuela, and selling them as slaves to wealthy 
businessmen.  
 
British traders soon began to realise they could make money too and they began take to take West Africans forcefully 
from their home and sell them as slaves in British colonies in countries including those in the Caribbean. Here slaves were 
sold to wealthy businessmen who were often owners of cotton and sugar plantations. Slaves were forced to work 
with no wages and in poor living conditions and they ‘belonged’ to the person who bought them. They were not free to go  
about their lives in the way they wished.  
 
 
 
How were slaves captured and transported to the British colonies? 
Many African slaves were taken by force or kidnapped from their homes by armed traders. 
They were forced onto ships and held in appalling conditions during a 6-10-week voyage 
across the Atlantic Ocean. Conditions on the plantations were no better.  
 
Between 1532 and 1832, 12 million Africans were enslaved and suffered appalling 
conditions and cruelty at the hands of British and European traders and business owners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Abolitionists 
 
Thankfully there were people in Britain and within the salve trade who knew that the practice was abhorrent.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in 
Maryland USA in 1820 where she worked on a 
cotton plantation. She escaped when her owner 
died and began working as a servant in a state 
where slavery was illegal. Along with a network 
of helpers known as 'The Underground Railroad', 
Harriet helped more than 70 slaves find freedom 
in other states. 

Olaudah Equiano was born in 1745 in the country now 
known as Nigeria. He was kidnapped and sold into 
slavery as a child and was taken to Barbados and later 
Virginia in the US. In America, he was purchased by a 
sea captain called Michael Henry Pascal and he 
travelled all over the world with him. He was eventually 
able to save up enough money to buy his own freedom 
in 1766 and settled in England the following year. It 
was here that he became an abolitionist, fighting to 
end slavery. 

Mary Prince was born into slavery in around 1788, on 
Bermuda, off the coast of the United States, and was 
taken away from her family at the age of ten. In 1828, 
she was brought from Antigua to England by her then 
owners, Mr and Mrs John Wood. Slavery was still legal 
in the West Indies, but not in Britain, so when she 
reached London she left the Woods and joined a group 
called Anti-Slavery Society, whose aim was for the 
abolition of slavery in the British Empire. 

William Wilberforce was a British politician who 
led a campaign against the British slave trade for 
twenty years until the passage of the Slave Trade 
Act of 1807. 

 
Rosa Parks 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/rosa-parks/ 
Born in 1913 in Alabama, USA. In the southern states of the USA where she lived and grew up, laws had been passed to segregate 
white people from black people. Black people had different schools, toilets and even sections of the bus to white people. They 
were also denied the right to vote in elections. In 1955, Rosa boarded a bus and sat at the front (the law stated that the front of 
buses was for white people only). She was ordered to move but refused and was arrested. Rosa refused to pay the fine she was  
issued and subsequently a boycott of buses in her town was arranged. After 381 days of boycotting buses, it was finally decided by 
the supreme court that the segregation laws should be abolished. Rosa had won!  
 
Martin Luther King 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/martin-luther-king-facts/ 
Born in 1929 in Georgia, Atlanta, USA. He also lived in the southern states of the USA and grew up in the same segregated manner  
as Rosa Parks. On hearing the story of Rosa Parks he joined the bus boycott and became leader of the Montgomery Improvement 
Association. Martin was a great believer in peaceful protests. His protests used no-violent tactics, even when the protesters 
themselves were met with violence from the police.  In 1963, Martin gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech, at a famous rally 
named ‘March on Washington.’ Over 250,000 people gathered in the country’s capital to hear Martin and other activists speak about 
the importance of civil rights. It has become one of the most famous speeches in history and focuses on Martin’s dream of a society 
where black people and white people live together in harmony. 
 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/rosa-parks/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/martin-luther-king-facts/


 

Black people have not always been treated equally just because of the colour of their skin. Unfortunately, this continues to happen in the United Kingdom and across the world 
today.  
Examples from the UK: 

• Black people are targeted with racial slurs regularly.  

• A black person is almost ten times more likely to be stopped and searched by a police officer than a white person. 

• Black people are more likely to be unemployed than white people.  
 
Fortunately, there have always been people who have spoken out for equality which has led to changes in the law although many inequalities still remain today.  

Definitions 
Slave – A person who is the legal property of another and is forced to obey them. 
Segregate – Separate, keep apart 
Boycott – To stop doing something in protest.  
Trader – A person who buys and sells things. 
Colony – A country or area that is controlled by another country.  
Abhorrent – Despicable, disgusting 
Abolish – To put an end to. 
Plantation – A place where crops such as coffee, sugar, and tobacco are grown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 2 – History Year 4 – Autumn 1 
The Romans Cross-Curricular Links 

Geography – Local area. Compare maps of today with maps from Roman Lincoln 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Empire, Emperor, soldier, legionary, fortress, Lindum 
Colonia, forum, basilica, self-governed, bath house, 
workshop, mosaic, artefact 

Year 3 – The Stone age and the Iron Age Year 4 – The Tudors 

Key Assessment Questions 
Can you describe what the Roman Empire was? 
When did the Romans arrive in England? 
What was it like inside the city of Lindum Colonia? 
How did the Romans shape our lives today? 

Knowledge to be taught: Historical Sources 
What was the Roman Empire? 
The ancient Romans were based in Rome in Italy, but they ruled over land that stretched far beyond the borders of Rome. This was called 
the Roman Empire, and it covered large parts of land all around the Mediterranean Sea – and even part of Great Britain. 
 
When did the Romans arrive in England? 

• In AD43 the Emperor Claudius arrived in the South of England with 40,000 soldiers.  

• They reached Lincoln between AD50 and AD60. They built a legionary fortress on top of the hill (the castle and cathedral did not exist at this 
time). The fortress had four gateways: Northgate, Southgate, Westgate and Eastgate – some of these still exist today. 

• In AD90 it became a self-governed town for retired legionaries and was named Lindum Colonia.  
 
What was it like inside the city? 

• There were many large stone buildings to reflect the importance of the city. 

• The interior of the city was full of houses, shops, workshops, temples and bath houses. Many of these structures were decorated with painted 
wall plaster and floored with high quality mosaics over underfloor heating. 

• A forum and basilica formed the centre of Roman life.  
Visit Lincoln Website shows what used to stand in different areas of the city and where Roman remains are still visible: 
https://www.visitlincoln.com/trails/roman-heritage-trail-of-lincoln 
 
How did the Romans help to shape our lives today? 

• Building of an expansive road network 

• Underfloor heating 

• Aquaducts 

• The alphabet 

• Baths 

• Roman numeral 

Visit The Collection to look at Roman 
artefacts that have been discovered in 
Lincoln 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/roman-life-and-culture
https://www.visitlincoln.com/trails/roman-heritage-trail-of-lincoln


Timeline and Chronology 

 
Definitions 
Legionary – A soldier in a foreign legion. 
Fortress – A military stronghold 
Self-governed – A region that has the freedom to govern itself.  
Empire – A large group of countries ruled over by one state.  
Emperor – The sovereign ruler of an empire. 
Sovereign – A supreme ruler 
Fortress – A military stronghold, especially a heavily fortified town. 
Fortified – Provided with defence against an attack. 
Basilica – A large oblong hall or building with double colonnades used in ancient Rome as a law court or for public assemblies. 
Colonnade – A row of evenly spaced columns supporting a roof.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27BC

The Roman Empire 
begins

4AD - 6AD

Jesus is born 

AD43

Emperor Claudius 
arrives in Southern 

England with 40,000 
soldiers.

Between AD50 and 
AD60

The Romans arrived 
in Lincoln

AD90

Lincoln became a self-
governed town called 
Lindum Colonia

476AD

The Roman Empire 
collapses

1068AD

William the 
Conqueror builds 
Lincoln Castle to 
defend the city.



Key Stage 2 – History Year 4 – Autumn 2 

Advances in Medicine Cross-Curricular Links 
Science – Health and Disease, the human body 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Disease, health, microorganism, cause, 
discover, contract, bacteria, virus, genes, 
establish, medical advances 

Year 1 – Florence Nightingale – Her life and legacy Year 5 – The Industrial Revolution, The Black Death 
Year 6 – The Victorian Era, Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution, 
human circulatory system 

Key Assessment Questions 
How did people believe diseases were passed from person to person before microorganisms were discovered? 
What was Edward Jenner famous for discovering? 
Who discovered that disease was caused by microorganisms? 
What was Marie Curie famous for? 
Who discovered DNA? 

Knowledge to be taught 
The ability to identify and treat disease is relatively new advance in medicine. 

• Share some of the ideas doctor had about disease before microorganisms were discovered: 
o Poisonous air 
o Humours 

 

• 1799 – Share the story of Edward Jenner. He discovered that having a bout of relatively mild cowpox could protect a person from contracting deadly smallpox. He used this to create the 
world’s first vaccine.  

• 1870s – Louis Pasteur discovered that disease was caused by microorganisms (germs) – bacteria, viruses etc.  
        Share the story of Louis Pasteur and the discovery of pasteurisation. 

• 1898 – Share the story of Marie Curie and the discovery of Radium, a key component for x-rays. 

• 1953 – James Watson and Francis Crick discover DNA. This discovery became one of the most important scientific discoveries of the 20th century. It allowed scientists to work out which 
genes caused which disease and allowed them to find ways to target them.  

 
Complete a chronology of medical advances. 
 
 

Timeline and Chronology 

 
1799

Smallpox vaccination is 
developed by Edward 

Jenner

1870s

Germ theory is 
explained by Louis 

Pasteur

1898

Marie Curie discovers 
Radium, an essential 
ingredient for x-rays.

1928

Penicillin is discovered 
by Alexander Fleming

1945

The first vaccination for 
influenza is produced.

1953

DNA is doscovered by 
James Watson and 

Frances Crick



Definitions 
Microorganism – Bacteria, virus, fungus that can cause disease. 
Disease – An illness that affects an animal or plant. 
Health – A state of being free from illness or injury. 
Contract – To catch or develop an illness. 
Genes – A unit of heredity that is transferred from the parent to their offspring. 
Vaccine – A substance that provides immunity from a disease. 
Immunity – The ability to fight off an infection or disease. 
 
 



Key Stage 2 – History Year 4 – Spring 2 

The Magna Carta and the Battle of Lincoln Cross-Curricular Links 
PSHE – The Universal Human Rights Declaration/United Nations Convention on the  
Rights of the Child 
British Values – The Rule of Law 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Baron, bishop, fair trial, civil war,  
rebel, siege, 

Year 2 – Lincoln Castle 
Year 3 – The Roman Empire 

Year 4 – The Tudor Dynasty 
Year 5 – The Great Plague 

Key Assessment Questions 
When was the Magna Carta signed and who was forced to sign it? 
What was the basic principle of the Magna Carta?  
Can you describe the events of the Battle of Lincoln Fair? 

Knowledge to be taught 
Who was King John? 
King John ruled over England from 1166 to 1216. 
He was an unpopular King who clashed with the Barons 
and Bishops many times.  
They believed he had too much power.  

The Battle of Lincoln Fair 
Within 10 weeks of the sealing of Magna Carta in 1215, King John went back on the promises made 
in it, leading the country to fall into civil war. The English barons became divided between those 
supporting the crown and a group of rebel barons who invited Prince Louis, the son of the French 
king, to take the English throne. In October 1216, King John died leaving his 9-year-old son, Henry 
III, as the next King of England. But the England he inherited was divided: the whole of the East of 
the country, between Dover and Lincoln, including the  
City of London, was under the control of the French and 
the rebel Barons. Lincoln and Dover Castles, however,  
held out for the royalist cause. In early 1217, under the 
command of a formidable lady constable Nichola de la  
Haye (at this stage well into her 60s), Lincoln Castle was 
 under siege from the French and rebel forces. The  
Royalists were victorious and Prince Louis returned to  
France for good. If the battle had been lost, the castle  
would have fallen to the French and Louis would have  
become King of England! 

The Magna Carta 
The Barons and Bishops wanted to limit the 
power of the King.  
The Magna Carta was a document that stopped 
the King doing what he wanted to do. 
King John was forced to sign it.  
It was signed at Runnymede, Windsor on 15th 
June 1215. 
Only 4 original copies survive today: two in the 
British library, one at Salisbury Cathedral and one 
at Lincoln Castle. 
Magna Carta outlined basic rights with the  
principle that no-one was above the law, including the king. It charted the right to a fair 
trial. It also inspired more recent documents such as the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

Chronology and Timeline 

 



 

Definitions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 2 – History Year 4 – Summer 1 

The Tudors Cross-Curricular Links Monarch and Dynasty 
For Monarchs, see timeline below 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning  Next Steps 
Monarch, dynasty, reign, heir, divorce, behead,  
playwright, explorer, expedition, discovery, era, lavish 

Year 3 – The Stone Age and Iron Age 
Year 4 – The Anglo-Saxons 

Year 5 – The Great Plague 
Year 6 – The Victorians 

Key Assessment Questions 

Can you name the Tudor monarchs? What was Henry VIII known for? What was Elizabeth I known for? Can you name some Tudor explorers? 

Knowledge to be taught: 

Henry VIII 
Henry VIII is perhaps the most famous monarch 
in British history. 
He had 6 wives – Catherine of Aragon (divorced), Anne Boleyn  
(beheaded), Jane Seymour (died), Anne of Cleves (divorced), 
Kathryn Howard (beheaded), Catherine Parr (survived). 
Henry VII created the Church of England so that he could 
divorce his first wife.  
He was known for: His love of jousting, hunting, composing  
music and throwing lavish parties! Spending lots of money –  
he built lots of grand palaces. 
 

Examples of Tudor Building still seen in Lincoln today 

 
 
 
 
 
Leigh Pemberton House          The Glory Hole                 The Cardinal’s Hat 
Castle Square                             High Street                        High Street 

Elizabeth I 
Daughter of Henry VIII (Her mother, Anne Boleyn was beheaded!)  
Reigned from 1558 – 1603. Elizabeth never married. 
Elizabeth was a very clever, quick-witted ruler and is famed for 
her great skills of persuasion. She rarely failed to get her own way. 
Elizabeth’s reign is widely recognised as a ‘Golden Age’ in British 
history. It was a time of exploration. Poetry, literature and music 
flourished and the first theatres opened in London.  
Playwrights such as William Shakespeare were very popular. 

Exploration in the Tudor Era 
1497 – John Cabot discovers Newfoundland in Canada. 
1570 – Sir Francis Drake sets sail for the West Indies. He was the first English Explorer 
to sail around the World in the Golden Hinde. 
1578 – Sir Walter Raleigh sailed to America. He introduced potatoes and tobacco to 
England. 

Timeline and Chronology 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Definitions 

Monarch – A sovereign head of state, especially a King or Queen. 
Dynasty – A line of hereditary rulers of a country. 
Reign – To rule as a monarch 
Heir - A person legally entitled to the rank of another on that person's death. 
Divorce – A legal decree dissolving a marriage. 
Behead – To cut off someone’s head. 
Playwright – A person who writes plays. 
Explorer – A person who explores new places. 
Expedition – A journey undertaken for a particular purpose. 
Era – A long and distinct period in history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Key Stage 2 - History Autumn 1 
The Great Plague Cross Curricular Links 

Science – medical advances linked to disease prevention 
Monarch and Dynasty 

1660 – 1685 - Charles II - Stuarts 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Pandemic, disease, death, monarch, monarchy, pathogen, 
bacteria, contract, spread, illness, plague, symptoms, fever, 
swelling, poverty, outbreak, population, victim, corpse 

Year 4 – Chronology of medical advances 
Year 4 – The Tudors 

Year 6 – The Victorian Era and the British Empire 

Knowledge to be taught 
In the spring of 1665 people began to fall ill and die in London but doctors didn’t know why – they thought it was 
the poisonous air causing the illness as they couldn’t see the pathogen that actually caused it. 
The disease was called Bubonic Plague. 
Fleas contracted the bacteria by biting rats. The fleas then bit humans and passed the bacteria on. It was spread 
between humans by coughs and sneezes.  
 
What were the symptoms of the plague? 
- Pain 
- High Fever 
- Swellings all over the body 
- Coughing and sneezing 
 
The plague first appeared in an area called St Giles Field in London – an area overrun by poverty and overcrowding. 
15% of the population had died during the first summer of the outbreak.  
Those who had a plague victim in their house painted a red cross on the door and the words, ‘Let God have mercy 
on us.’ 
At night corpses were brought out into the street with a call of, ‘Bring out your dead!’ 
 
King Charles II was the monarch and he fled from London with the rest of his court.   
 
Tell the story of the village of Eyam in Derbyshire where 80% of the population died.  
 
The Great Plague was wiped out in London in 1666 by the Great Fire of London (Link back to Year 2 unit).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Definitions 
Pandemic – A disease that occurs all over the world 
Disease – An illness 
Monarch – A king or queen 
Monarchy – The reign of a king or queen 

1. Pathogen -  a bacterium, virus, or other microorganism that can cause disease. 
Contract – to catch an illness 
Spread – Extend into a large area 
Symptoms – A physical feature of a disease 
Fever – An abnormally high body temperature 
Swelling – An abnormal enlargement of a body part 
Poverty – A state of being extremely poor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Key Stage 2 – History Year 5 – Autumn 2 

Space Exploration Cross-Curricular Links 
Science – Earth and Space, forces 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Formulate, model, theory, heliocentric, 
controversial, telescope, astronomer, 
scientist, gravity 

Year 1 – The First Man lands on the Moon. Tim Peake visits the 
International Space Station 

Year 6 – The History of Robotics and Automation 

Key assessment questions 
Why was Nicholaus Copernicus’ heliocentric model controversial? 
What was Galileo famous for? 
What did Isaac Newton discover? 
What were the key events of the Space Race? 

Knowledge to be taught: 
Nicholaus Copernicus was born in 1473: 

• He formulated a model of the universe that placed the Sun rather than Earth at the centre of the universe. 

• This theory was known as the heliocentric model. It was controversial, as accepted wisdom at the time (supported by the church) was that Earth was at the centre of the universe. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2-the-work-of-nicolaus-copernicus/z64skmn 
 
Galileo Galilei was born in 1564:  

• He originally began studying medicine, but switched to mathematics. 

• His dad, Vincenzo, was a famous musician and composer. 

• He played the lute to a very high standard – his dad taught him! 

• He was the first person to officially study the night sky with a telescope. 

• He was sent to prison for his scientific belief that the sun was at the centre of the solar system. 

• It wasn’t until 1992 that the Catholic Church officially cleared Galileo of wrong-doing for his scientific opinions. 

• He was the first person to spot the four moons of Jupiter – they are known as the Galilean moons. 

• He discovered that our moon has mountains and craters 
 
Isaac Newton was born in Woolsthorpe near Grantham in 1642: 

• Isaac Newton is considered one of the most important scientists in history.  

• During his lifetime Newton developed the theory of gravity and laws of motion. 

• In 1661, he went to Cambridge University where he was a Professor of mathematics. He was forced to leave in 1665 because of the Great Plague. 

• He spent these two years at home, studying in isolation and developing his theory of gravity.  

• In 1687 Newton published his most important work called the Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica (which means "Mathematical principals of Natural Philosophy"). 

• In this work he described the three laws of motion as well as the law of universal gravity. 

• This work would go down as one of the most important works in the history of science 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematical_model
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celestial_spheres#Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heliocentrism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2-the-work-of-nicolaus-copernicus/z64skmn
http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/solar-system
https://www.ducksters.com/science/laws_of_motion.php
https://www.ducksters.com/science/gravity.php


The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
Prior to 1918, Russia had been a monarchy ruled over by a Tsar. 
Russia was a country of stark contrast with the poor leading difficult lives whilst the rich, including the Tsar and his family, lived a life of luxury.  
In 1917 there was a revolution. A group of people called the Bolsheviks seized power. In 1918 they killed the last Tsar of Russia, Nicolas II. 
After the revolution Russia became known as the USSR and rose to be one of the most powerful countries in the World.  
The USA and the USSR became locked in a long period of tension called the Cold War.  
In 1991 the USSR collapsed and the Cold War ended. Many parts of the former USSR became independent countries including Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia and Ukraine.  
The majority of the country became known as Russia once again.  
 
The Space Race 
The Space Race was another way that the USA and the USSR tried to show each other that they were more powerful than one another.  
 
Timeline of Key Events 

 
 
 

Definitions 
Formulate – Express an idea in a clear way. 
Model -  a simplified description, especially a mathematical one, of a system or process. 
Theory – A collection of ideas intended to explain something. 
Heliocentric -  Representing the sun as the centre, as in the accepted astronomical model of the solar system. 
Controversy -  Prolonged public disagreement or heated discussion. 
Telescope -  an instrument designed to make distant objects appear nearer. 

1. Astronomy -  the branch of science which deals with celestial objects, space, and the physical universe as a whole. 
2. Tsar – An emperor in Russia before the revolution. 
3. Monarchy – A form of government with a monarch at the head.  
4. Revolution – The overthrow of a government by force. 
5. Independent – Free from the control of another’s authority. 
6. Conquer – Take control of a country through force.  

 
 
 
 

October 1957

The USSR 
sends the first 
satellite into 
space. It was 

called Sputnik.

November 1957

The USSR 
launches the first 

dog into orbit. 
The dog is called 

Laika.

1958

The USA 
establishes the 

NASA 
programme. They 
launch their first 

satelite called 
Explorer 1.

January 1961

The USA sends a 
chimpanzee into 

space and it 
performs tasks 
and survives.

April 1961

Yuri Gagarin 
becomes the 
first human in 
space. He was 
sent into space 

by the USSR.

May 1961

The USA sends 
their first human 
into space. The 

astronaut is 
called Alan 
Shepard.

1966

The USSR sends a 
probe called Luna 

9 to the moon.

1969

Neil Armstrong 
from the USA 

becomes the first 
human to walk on 
the moon as part 
of the Apollo 11 

mission.

1975

The USSR sends 
the first probe to 
explore Venus.

1977

The USA launches 
the Voyager 1 
and 2 space 

shuttles.

1981

The USA launches 
the first resuable 

space shuttle



Key Stage 2 – History Year 5 – Spring 1 

Ancient Egyptians Cross-Curricular Links 
Art and Design – The art of the Ancient Egyptians 
Geography – The River Nile 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Valley, fertile, annual, flooding, irrigate, goods, worship, embalm, afterlife, vengeance, divine, 
deeds, preserve, mummification, tomb, pristine, civilisation 

Children had learnt about other civilisations – The Romans 

Key Assessment Questions 
Can you explain the term ‘civilisation’? 
Why did people settle in the Nile Valley? 
What did the Egyptians believe happened in the afterlife? 
Can you name some Egyptian Gods and Goddesses? 
Can you explain the social structure of Ancient Egypt? 

Knowledge to be taught 
Why did people settle in the Nile Valley?                                                   

• Fertile land created by the annual flooding of the river. 

• Water was used to irrigate the farmland 

• The waters were calm and could be used to transport goods and crops over long distances.  

• Mud from the river banks could be used for building houses. 
Gods and Goddesses 

• Ancient Egyptians worshipped a huge number of ancient Egyptian gods and Egyptian goddesses.  
o Amun-Ra – King of the Gods and Goddesses 
o Mut – The Mother Goddess 
o Osiris – The King of the Living. He opened the door to the afterlife 
o Anubis – The Divine Embalmer 
o Horus – God of Vengeance 

Egyptian Beliefs about the afterlife 
When they died they believed they went to a place called the Land of the Two Fields. 
You had to earn your way into your afterlife by doing good deeds while you were alive. 
You also had to have your name written down somewhere and your body had to be preserved.  
How did the Egyptians preserve their bodies after death? 
Explore the process of mummification including washing, removing organs and drying. 
The Discovery of Tutankhamun and his Tomb 
He lived around 1300BC and was only 10 years old when he became a Pharaoh. He died at the age of 19. He is so well known as his tomb was uncovered in pristine condition in 1922 by Howard 
Carter. 
 
 
 
 



Timeline and Chronology 

 
Definitions 
Dynasty – A line of hereditary rulers of a country.                  
Civilisation - The society, culture, and way of life of a particular area. 
Legacy – Something left behind by a predecessor (someone who came before).                 
Fertile – Soil or land that produces an abundance (lots of) crops. 
Embalm – To preserve from decay.                  
Mummify – To dry up a body to preserve it.  
Valley – A low area of land between hills or mountains 
Annual – Something that happens every year. 
Flooding – When land that is usually dry get covered in water 
Irrigate – To give water the crops to help the grow. 
Goods – Items such as crops, animals, clothing that can be sold 
Worship – To show feelings for a God or Goddess. 
Vengeance – A punishment given for doing wrong 
Divine – Like a God 
Deed – An action 
Preserve – To keep in its current state 
Tomb – A large space for burying a dead person 
Pristine – Clean and fresh as if new 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6000BC

People start to settle 
in the Nile Valley

5000BC

Egyptians are now 
farming the fertile 

land in the Nile Valley 
and keeping cattle

Around 3500BC

Egyptians start to 
create wall paintings 

using heiroglyphic 
symbols

2500BC

The Great Pyramid 
and the Great Sphinx 

were built.

2250BC

The Egyptians 
introduce Gods for all 

areas of their lives.

1325BC

Tutankhamun was 
buried in the Valley of 

the Kings

332BC

Alecander the gReat 
conquers Egypt

4AD - 6AD

Jesus Christ is born in 
Nazareth



Key Stage 2 – History Year 5 – Spring 2 
Famous British Engineers Cross-Curricular Links 

Design and technology – Technical knowledge – gears, pulleys and 
levers – structures 
Geography – How did the industrial revolution change the face of 
towns and cities in the UK? 

Monarch and Dynasty 
1760 – 1820 – George III – House of Hanover 
1820 – 1830 – George IV – House of Hanover 
1830 – 1837 – William IV – House of Hanover 
1837 – 1901 – Victoria – House of Hanover 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Revolution, rural, flock, industry, profit, 
conditions, textiles, mills, furnace, 
engineer, invention, inventor, 
locomotive 

Year 1 – Florence Nightingale and the reform of nursing care in the 
1800s. 
Year 3 – Current and historical land use in the UK and Lincolnshire 
– links to farming and trade 

Year 6 – The Victorians – how did the industrial revolution in 
Britain support the growth of the British Empire? 
The Technological Revolution – the history of robotics and 
control 

Key Assessment Questions 
How did the industrial revolution change the face of Britain? 
What was Thomas Telford famous for? 
What did Robert Stephenson invent? 
What did Isambard Kingdom Brunel build? 

Knowledge to be taught: Sources to be used 
The Industrial Revolution 

• In 1837, Britain was still a rural nation with 80% of the population living in the countryside. 

• Most people were farmers or spun wool and cotton to weave into cloth. 

• Soon new machines were invented that could do these jobs in a fraction of the time. 

• This left many people out of work, so they flocked to the towns in search of jobs in new 
industries. 

• By the middle of the nineteenth century over 50% of the population lived in towns and cities. 
The Age of Steam 

• The Industrial Revolution rapidly gained pace during Victoria's reign because of the power of 
steam. Victorian engineers developed bigger, faster and more powerful machines that could 
run whole factories. 

• This led to a massive increase in the number of factories (particularly in textile factories or 
mills). 

• By 1870, over 100,000 steam engines were at work throughout Britain. 

• The industry depended on steam and steam depended on coal. 

• The number of coalfields doubled between 1851 and 1881. 

• Many factory owners put profit above the health and safety of their workers. 

• Children and young women were employed in terrible conditions in textile mills and mines. 

• Furnaces were operated without proper safety checks. 
Workers in factories and mills were deafened by steam hammers and machinery. hours were long 
and there were no holidays. 

Drawings and photographs of the structures and inventions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rocket                                               The Menai Suspension Bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Famous Engineers/Inventors 
Thomas Telford 
Born: 1757 in Scotland 
Died 1834 
Occupation: Engineer 
Famous structures: Menai Suspension Bridge in Wales 
 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
Born: 1806 
Died: 1859 
Famous Structures: Clifton Suspension Bridge in Bristol, The Great Western Railway 
 
Robert Stephenson 
Known as the greatest engineer of the 19th Century 
Born: 1803 
Died: 1859 
Famous Inventions: The Rocket, a locomotive 
 
Alexander Graham Bell 
Born: 1847 in Edinburgh, Scotland 
Died: 1922 
Famous Inventions: The telephone in 1876 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clifton Suspension Bridge                                The First Telephone 

Definitions 
Revolution – to overthrow an old system in favour of a new one 
Rural – Relating to the countryside 
Flock – To move in large numbers 
Profit – The difference between the amount a company earns and the amount they spend 
Conditions -  the circumstances or factors affecting the way in which people live or work, especially with regard to their well-being. 
Textiles – Cloth or woven fabric 
Mill -  a factory fitted with machinery for a particular manufacturing process 
Furnace -  an enclosed structure in which material can be heated to very high temperatures 
Engineer -  a person who designs, builds, or maintains engines, machines, or structures 
Invention – The act of creating something new 
Inventor – A person who creates something new. 
Locomotive – A powered railway vehicle 

 
 
 



Key Stage 2 – History Year 6 – Autumn 1 

The Victorians Cross-Curricular Links 
Geography – Locating the countries of the British Empire 

Monarch and Dynasty 
Queen Victoria – 1837 – 1901 – House of Hanover 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Tier 2 – wealthy, luxury, poor, compulsory, squalor, filth, influence, supreme, reign, 
monarch, monarchy, rule, ruler, sovereign, empire, colony 

Florence Nightingale – her life and legacy in the modern world (taught in Year 1) 
Grace Darling – her life and legacy in the modern world (Taught in Year 2) 
Medical advances (Year 4) 
The Industrial Revolution (Taught in Year 5) 

Key Assessment Questions 
When did Queen Victoria reign? 
What was the British Empire and why did Britain want one? 
What were the negative results of the British Empire? 
Can you describe a typical day in a Victorian classroom? 

Knowledge to be taught: 
Who was Queen Victoria? 
Victoria was born in 1819 and was just 18 years old when she became Queen in 1837. 
She ruled for 63 years and died in 1901. 
Victoria’s family was German and she spoke German as her first language. 
In 1840, Victoria married a German Prince called Albert. They had 9 children, 40 grandchildren and 37 great grandchildren! 
 
How did Britain change whilst Victoria was Queen? 
The number of people living in Britain more than doubled, causing a huge demand for food, clothes and housing. 
Factories and machines were built to meet this demand and new towns grew up, changing the landscape and the ways people lived. 
Railways, originally built to transport goods, meant people could travel easily around the country for the first time.  
Britain became the most powerful country in the world, with the largest empire that had ever existed. 
  
The British Empire 
In the 16th Century, Britain began to build its empire – spreading the country’s rule and power beyond its borders 
through a process called ‘imperialism‘. 
This brought huge changes to societies, industries, cultures and the lives of people all around the world. 
At the end of Queen Victoria’s reign in 1901, she ruled over one quarter of the World. 
 
What is an Empire? 
Empire is a term used to describe a group of territories ruled by one single ruler or state. 
Empires are built by countries that wish to control lands outside of their borders. Recap knowledge of the Roman  
Empire from Year 3. 
Throughout history, empire builders have introduced new people, practices and rules to their ‘new’ lands and used 
its resources for their own gain, at the expense of the indigenous people. 
 



Why did Britain want an Empire? 
England, in what is now Britain, wanted more land overseas where it could build new communities, known as colonies. These colonies would provide England with valuable materials, like metals, 
sugar and tobacco, which they could also sell to other countries. 
The colonies also offered money-making opportunities for wealthy Englishmen and provided England’s poor and unemployed with new places to live and new jobs. 

 
What was the price of Empire? 
The power and wealth that Britain gained as it built its empire came at a price, and tragically, the price was paid largely by the indigenous peoples – tribes and communities 
who had lived in Britain’s so-called ‘new’ lands for centuries. 
The British Empire also had strong links to the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade – now seen as a stain on Britain’s history. What was life like for a Victorian child? 

 
How did the life of wealthy and poor Victorians compare? 
 

The Poor The Wealthy 

• had few luxuries. 

• ate food they could afford to buy 

• worked long hours 

• lived in damp, filthy conditions. 

• Many children died of disease. 

• usually well fed, clean and well clothed. 

• didn't need to work 

• lived in big houses with servants 

• went on holidays – the birth of the seaside resort 

• children had expensive toys 

• children went to school 

 

Timeline and Chronology 

 
 

1837

William IV dies and 
Victoria becomes 

Queen (The Houses 
of Parliament are also 

built this year)

1840

Queen Victoria 
marries Prince Albert

1861

Prince Albert dies 
from typhoid

The 1870 Education 
Act is passed and as a 

result schools are 
provided for 5-10 

year olds.

The 1880 Education 
Act makes school 

mandatory for 5-10 
year olds.

1891

Education becomes 
free for every child 

aged between 5 and 
13

1901

Queen Victoria dies 
and Edward VII 
becomes King



Definitions 
Monarchy -  a form of government with a monarch at the head. 
Monarch -  a sovereign head of state, especially a king, queen, or emperor. 
Sovereign – A supreme ruler 
Supreme – Highest in rank or authority 
Typhoid -  an infectious bacterial fever with an eruption of red spots on the chest and abdomen and severe intestinal irritation 
Reign – to rule as a monarch 
Luxury -  a state of great comfort or elegance, especially when involving great expense. 

Revolution - a dramatic and wide-reaching change 
Wealthy – Having a great deal of money and assets 
Poor – Having very little money or assets 
Asset – An item of property owned by a person 
Empire -  A large group of countries that are ruled over by one monarch. 
Colony -  a country or area under the full or partial political control of another country and occupied by settlers from that country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 2 – History Year 6 – Autumn 2 

World War II Cross-Curricular Links 
Geography – Location knowledge – allies, beliigerents, key cities of 
Germany and those in the UK bombed during the Bllitz 
 

Monarch and Dynasty 
George V – 1910 – 1936 – House of Windsor 
Edward VIII – 1936 (Abdicated) – House of Windsor 
George VI – 1936 – 1952 – House of Windsor 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Treaty, ally, belligerent, nation, sovereign, 
invade, party, economy 

Year 6 – The reign of Queen Victoria and the British 
Empire 

Year 6 – post-war Britain, the technological revolution 

Key Assessment Question 
Why did World War II break out? 
What was the purpose of evacuation? 
What was the impact of the Blitz and how were people protected from it? 
What was the Holocaust and what was the impact? 

Knowledge to be taught: 
Put the key events of the war in order. 

 
 
Why did war break out? 

• In 1918, Germany, led by Kaiser Wilhelm II, had lost World War One to the British, French and Americans (Kaiser Wilhelm II was the grandson of Queen Victoria) 

• As a result, Germany had been forced to give up its lands and armies.  

• By 1928, Germany’s economy was in ruins, there was no work and people were starving.  

• In 1933, Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany after his political party, The Nazi party, promised to rebuild Germany and its economy. By 1935 it was one of the 
most powerful countries on earth. Hitler wanted this power to spread across the World and so he began invading other countries. In 1939 he started with Poland, 
Holland, Czechoslovakia, Finland and Norway. 

 
Evacuation 

• Evacuation from urban to rural areas began in September 1939 and was called Operation Pied Piper. 

• It wasn’t just aimed at children but it also covered those who were ill, those who were pregnant and mothers with very young children (they were evacuated together).  

• The country was split into 3 categories: areas to be evacuated, areas to receive evacuees and areas that neither evacuated or received evacuees. 

• In the first three days of evacuation alone, 1.5 million people were moved. 

• Children had a luggage label pinned to their coat on which was written their name, school and place of evacuation. They also carried a kit which had to include: gas mask, 
underwear, night clothes, house shoes, stockings or socks, toothbrush, comb, towel, soap, face cloth, handkerchief, warm coat. 

 

1933

Adolf Hitler becomes the 
German Chancellor

1939

Germany invades Poland 
and Britain declares War 

on Germany

Evacuation begins

September 1940

The Blitz begins

1941

Japan attacks Pearl 
Harbour in Hawaii and 

the USA enters the War.

1943

The Dambusters raid 
industrial heartland of 

Germany

1944

The D-Day Landings in 
Normandy

1945

The war ends



The Blitz 

• The heavy, frequent bombing attacks on London and other cities by the German Luftwaffe was called the Blitz. 

• Blitz is a shortened form of the German word Blitzkrieg which meant ‘lightning war’. 

• German bombers attacked British cities, ports and industrial areas. London was bombed every day and night for 11 weeks and one third of the city was destroyed.  

• Before a raid began, sirens were sounded so that people could take shelter. In London, civilians took shelter in the Underground system.  

• A blackout system was used so that bombers couldn’t identify the cities form their aircraft.  

• The Government supplied Anderson shelters for people to construct in their gardens for shelter.  

• Swansea, Cardiff, Bristol, Southampton, Plymouth, Birmingham, Coventry and Liverpool were also bombed heavily.  

• Although Lincolnshire is considered a rural county it did not escape the German bombers. Lincoln had a factory that built armoured vehicles and Grimsby had a large dock 
that were targets.  

 
The Dambusters 
Operation Chastise was an attack on German dams carried out on 16–17 May 1943 by Royal Air Force No. 617 Squadron, later called the Dam Busters. 
617 Squadron was based at RAF Scampton, just north of Lincoln. 
The Ruhr Valley was heavily industrialised and had been recognised as a key target by the British Air Ministry. 
The Dambusters  used a purpose-built "bouncing bomb" developed by Barnes Wallis to target the dams. 
The Möhne and Edersee dams were breached, causing catastrophic flooding of the Ruhr valley and of villages in the Eder valley. 
 
The Holocaust 

• The Holocaust was an example of genocide.  

• The Nazis were racist and ruthlessly anti-Semitic. They believed that those of Jewish faith were inferior members of society. 

• The holocaust started as a series of acts of discrimination against the Jewish community. For example, Jews weren’t allowed to visit certain places, take certain jobs. 

• Concentration camps were set up to house ‘enemies of the state’ including Jews, Romany gypsies and those with disabilities. 

• These started as work camps but by 1941, some had become extermination camps where people were sent to be killed.  

• Millions were rounded up and put on trains to the camps, where they would be forced to work or were killed. 

• Approximately 6 million Jews were killed, which was around one third of the Jewish population of Europe.  

 

Definitions 
Ally -  a state formally cooperating with another for a military or other purpose. 
Belligerent -  a nation or person engaged in war or conflict 
Invade – An armed force entering another country or region, without permission, with the intention to occupy it.  
Occupy – To take control of by military means. 
Genocide –  the deliberate killing of a large group of people, especially those of a particular nation or ethnic group. 
Inferior – Lower in status 
Discriminate – To treat a group of people differently on the grounds of race, religion, sex 
Exterminate – To kill 
Persecute -  subject (someone) to hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of their race or political or religious beliefs. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._617_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bouncing_bomb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnes_Wallis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%B6hne_Reservoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edersee_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruhr_(river)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edertal


Key Stage 2 – History Year 6 – Spring 1 

Charles Darwin Cross-Curricular Links 
Science – Evolution and inheritance 
Geography – Locational knowledge – Can you locate the 
countries that Darwin visited on his voyage? 

Monarch and Dynasty 
George III – 1760 – 1820 - House of Hanover 
George IV – 1820 – 1830 - House of Hanover 
William IV – 1830 – 1837 – House of Hanover 
Victoria – 1837 – 1901 – House of Hanover 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Ancestor, variation, generation, 
botany, zoology, naturalist, voyage 

Year 1 – Locating the continents and oceans of the world 
Year 2 –Habitats. Adults and their offspring. 

Key Stage Three – The Transition of genetic information from one 
generation to the next. The structure of DNA. Continuous and 
discontinuous variation. Biodiversity and gene banks. 

Key Assessment Questions 
Where did Darwin go on his Voyage? 
What did Darwin discover whilst on HMS Beagle? 
What did Darwin write following his voyage? 

Knowledge to be taught: Plan of HMS Beagle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The route taken by HMS Beagle 

Charles Darwin 
Born in England in February 1809 and died in April 1882 at the age of 73. 
His father was a doctor and his grandfather was a doctor and scientist who had already made some significant 
discoveries linked to evolution.  
Darwin loathed school as he struggled with subjects like Ancient Greek and Latin, however he loved to be outside 
and was obsessed with collecting natural objects. 
He was inspired to travel after reading a book called ‘Wonders of the World’.  
In 1825, Charles enrolled in medical school in Edinburgh but he didn’t enjoy his training and much preferred 
learning about botany and zoology. 
In the summer of 1831 Darwin was offered a position as a naturalist on HMS Beagle, one of the British Royal 
Navy’s survey ships.  
 
What was life like on HMS Beagle? 
The ship was only 27.5 metres long and was very cramped on board. 
Darwin shared a cabin with 2 other men and it was only 3 metres long and 3.5 metres wide. 
They slept in hammocks strung across the cabin. 
 
What did Darwin discover on the voyage? 
During his visit to the Galapagos Islands, Darwin discovered several species of finches that varied from island to 
island, which helped him to develop his theory of natural selection. 
 



 
On each of the islands the finches had adapted slightly differently to match the environment of the island they 
lived on.  
On his return from the voyage he wrote his ground-breaking works, ‘The Origin of Species’. 
He ascertained that all Earth’s species are descended from common ancestors, and through the process of 
natural selection, have been adapting and evolving and often becoming extinct, since the beginning of life.  

Definitions 
Botany – The scientific study of plants 
Zoology – The scientific study of animals 
Naturalist – Some who studies natural history 
Natural history – The scientific study of animals and plants 
Natural selection -  the process whereby organisms better adapted to their environment tend to survive and produce more offspring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The British Monarchy – Kings and Queens 

802 - 2019 

HOUSE OF WESSEX 

Egbert 802-839 

Aethelwulf 839-858 

Aethelbald 858-860 

Aethelberht 860-866 

Aethelred I 866-871 

Alfred the Great 871-899 

Edward the Elder 899-925 

Athelstan 925-939 

Edmund the Magnificent 939-946 

Eadred 946-955 

Eadwig (Edwy) All-Fair 955-959 

Edgar the Peaceable 959-975 

Edward the Martyr 975-978 

Aethelred II (Ethelred the Unready) 979-1013 and 1014-1016 

Edmund II (Ironside) 1016 

DANISH 

https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Egbert-of-Wessex.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/articles.htm?article=24
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Aethelbald-of-Wessex.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Aethelberht-of-Wessex.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Aethelred-of-Wessex.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Alfred_the_Great.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/edward-the-elder.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/athelstan.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Edmund-the-Magnificent.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/King-Eadred.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Ethelred_the_Danes_and_the_Confessor.htm


Svein Forkbeard 1014 

Cnut (Canute) 1016-1035 

Harold I 1035-1040 

Hardicnut 1040-1042 

SAXONS 

Edward (the Confessor) 1042-1066 

Harold II 1066 

NORMANS 

William I 1066-1087 

William II 1087-1100 

Henry I 1100-1135 

Stephen 1135-1154 

Empress Matilda (Queen Maud) 1141 

PLANTAGENETS 

Henry II 1154-1189 

Richard I 1189-1199 

John 1199-1216 

Henry III 1216-1272 

Edward I 1272-1307 

https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Ethelred_the_Danes_and_the_Confessor.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Ethelred_the_Danes_and_the_Confessor.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Ethelred_the_Danes_and_the_Confessor.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/William_the_Conqueror.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/William_II_and_Henry_I.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/William_II_and_Henry_I.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/William_II_and_Henry_I.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Stephen_and_Maud.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Stephen_and_Maud.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Henry_II_and_Thomas_a_Becket.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Richard_the_Lionheart_and_King_John.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Richard_the_Lionheart_and_King_John.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Henry_III_and_Edward_I.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Henry_III_and_Edward_I.htm


Edward II 1307-1327 

Edward III 1327-1377 

Richard II 1377-1399 

HOUSE OF LANCASTER 

Henry IV 1399-1413 

Henry V 1413-1422 

Henry VI 1422-1461 

HOUSE OF YORK 

Edward IV 1461-1483 

Edward V 1483 

Richard III 1483-1485 

TUDORS 

Henry VII 1485-1509 

Henry VIII 1509-1547 

Edward VI 1547-1553 

Jane Grey 1553 

Mary I 1553-1558 

Elizabeth I 1558-1603 

STUARTS 

https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Edward_II_and_Edward_III.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Edward_II_and_Edward_III.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Richard_II_to_Henry_V.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Richard_II_to_Henry_V.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Richard_II_to_Henry_V.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Wars_of_the_Roses.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Wars_of_the_Roses.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Wars_of_the_Roses.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Wars_of_the_Roses.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Henry_VII.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Henry_VIII.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Edward_Mary_and_Elizabeth.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/tudor/grey.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Edward_Mary_and_Elizabeth.htm
https://www.britainexpress.com/History/Edward_Mary_and_Elizabeth.htm


James I 1603-1625 

Charles I 1625-1649 

COMMONWEALTH 

Oliver Cromwell 1649-1658 

Richard Cromwell 1658-1659 

STUARTS (restored) 

Charles II 1660-1685 

James II 1685-1688 

William III 1689-1702 

Mary II 1689-1694 

Anne 1702-1714 

HOUSE OF HANOVER 

George I 1714-1727 

George II 1727-1760 

George III 1760-1820 

George IV 1820-1830 

William IV 1830-1837 

Victoria 1837-1901 

SAXE-COBURG-GOTHA 
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Edward VII 1901-1910 

WINDSOR 

George V 1910-1936 

Edward VIII 1936-1936 

George VI 1936-1952 

Elizabeth II 1952 - 2022 

Charles III 2022 - Present 
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