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t At Lincoln Carlton Academy we value Art and Design as a fundamental part of our creative curriculum. The Art and Design curriculum has been designed to allow our 

pupils’ curiosity, creativity and self-expression to flow. We know that our curriculum will help them to develop confidence, resilience and critical thinking skills and 
that this will, in turn, have an impact on their attainment in other subject areas. The Art and Design curriculum is designed to cover 5 key concepts: Drawing, painting, 
sculpture, printmaking and responding to art. These are revisited year-on-year with children being given the opportunity to revisit prior knowledge and skills, learn 
new knowledge and explore different media and materials.   
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Art and Design lessons at Lincoln Carlton Academy are designed to be fun and exciting in order to engage pupils and allow an abundance of self-expression and 
innovation. We teach an art curriculum, which gives our children opportunities to practise and develop mastery in the key processes of art: drawing, painting, craft, 
sculpture and response to art.  This is supported through the study of key artists and the development of a knowledge of their work. 
 
Lessons are taught in blocks on a half termly basis and include opportunities to: 

• Study existing pieces of art (paintings, drawings, sculpture, prints, craft and photographs) 

• Find out about the life and works of a range of classical and contemporary artists. 

• Use new media and materials. 

• Explore new techniques and approaches to using new media, as well as deepening their knowledge of media that has been introduced before.   

• Express themselves imaginatively and creatively to produce works in their own style. 
 

Evidence of work is collected within a personal sketch book which follows the child through the school. Larger pieces of work are stored in an individual art folder.  
Photographs are used to record evidence of 3D work and these are stored in art books.  

Im
p

ac
t Children will be become creative learners, who have a web of knowledge about the great artists of the world. Creativity and uniqueness will be celebrated and 

children will become astute at editing and improving the pieces they have created. As teachers, there will be an emphasis placed on individuality and children will be 
given the freedom to explore art using their imaginations. Children will have embedded the key art and design skills needed to allow them to produce inventive pieces 
of art.  

 



Progression in Key Art and Design Concepts 
  EYFS End of Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage 2 
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 • Use a range of media to 
investigate and explore 
making marks on a variety of 
different materials including: 
HB pencils, wax crayons, 
colouring pencils, felt tipped 
pens, chalks, white paper, 
coloured paper, cardboard. 

• Use B to 6B pencils to draws lines and make marks 
from observations (self-portraits).  

• Investigate tone by using light/dark lines, shapes 
and patterns.  

• Demonstrate control over the types of marks 
made using a range of media.  

• Understand how tone can be created using 
different grades of pencil (B to 6B).  

• Draw for a sustained period of time at an 
appropriate level of detail.  

• Use 9B to HB pencil grades to experiment with 
shade, tone, line and texture.  

• Work in a sustained and independent way 
to develop a personal style of drawing. 

• Use a range of pencil grades to draw from 
observation and the imagination (9H to 
9B). 

• Use a range of media to create line, tone, 
colour, pattern and texture: watercolour 
pencils, charcoal 
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 • Use a range of different sizes 
brushes, sponges, natural 
materials to make marks 
using poster and powder 
paints.  

• Name the three primary 
colours. 

• Explore what happens when 
paint is mixed and applied to 
different surfaces: white 
paper, textured paper, 
playground, puddles. 

• Confidently create secondary colours from primary 
colours. 

• Use an artist’s paintbrush to create a primary and 
secondary colour wheel using poster paints. Use 
the correct grip to hold the paintbrush and show 
increasing control. 

• Explore how paint can be made lighter by adding 
water.  

• Explore how paint can be made lighter and darker 
by adding white or black paint. 

• Start to develop a painting from a drawing. 

• Identify complimentary colours on a colour wheel. 

• Confidently mix tertiary colours from a primary and 
secondary colour.  

• Create a colour wash using an appropriate brush. 
Add water gradually to lighten the paint.  

• Mix colours and experiment with shades and tones. 

• Work in a sustained and independent way 
to develop their own style of painting.  

• Confidently control the types of marks 
that are made with a range of brushes.  

• Use oil paint with confidence to build 
colour and texture.  

• Mix colours with confidence to build 
shades and tones.  
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  • Use a range of materials to create a collage. 

• Use a variety of different objects and paint to print 
a repeated pattern. 

• Create a polystyrene imprint tile and use printing 
ink and rollers to create a repeating pattern. 

• Use ceramic tiles, adhesive and cement to create a 
mosaic. 

• Secure a piece of work so that it can be continued 
at a later date. 

• Use grout to evenly fill the gaps between tiles.  

• Create a printing tile using lino and lino cutters.  

• Use rollers and ink to print onto fabric.  
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 • Children will have the 
opportunity to explore a wide 
range of malleable materials 
in their independent play 
including: playdough, salt 
dough, plasticine 
 
 

 

• Use a wide range of tools, including fingers, to 
create patterns and textures in malleable materials 
including air drying clay. 

• Shape and model malleable materials for a 
purpose using observation and the imagination.  

• Apply simple decoration techniques including 
paint. 

• Use natural materials to create a piece of transient 
art. 

• Mix slip and use cross-hatching to join two pieces 
of clay. 

• Create a simple base for extending and modelling 
other shapes. 

 

• Use a range of different armatures to 
create a sculpture: balloon, wire mesh, 
wire strips 

• Use papier mache, Modroc and tissue 
paper to cover an armature. 

• Secure a sculpture to continue at a later 
date. 
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Describe a piece of art they have 
created. 
 
Evaluate a piece of art: 
Say if they like or dislike a piece of 
art. 

Describe a piece of art: 
What can you see in the art work? 
Can you identify the media that has been used? 
Can you identify the genre? 
 
Evaluate a piece of art: 
Do you like the piece of art? Why? Why not? 

Analyse a piece of art: 
How are lines, shapes, colours and textures used in a 
piece of art? 
Is there a centre of interest/eye grabber? 
 
Evaluate a piece of art: 
What is the best thing about the piece? 
What is the worst thing about the piece? 

Interpret a piece of art: 
Can you explain what is going on in the art? 
What is the purpose of the piece? 
What is the artist trying to say? 
 
Evaluate a piece of art: 
Is this a quality piece of art? Why? 
Has the artist been successful? Why? 

 



 

EYFS Art and Design Painting 

Prior Learning Next Steps 
EYFS Curriculum: 3 – 4 years 
Explore materials freely. 
Develop ideas and decide which materials to use to express 
them.  
Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

Year 1 – Primary colour wheels, lightening and darkening paint. The work of Piet Mondrian. 

Reception Objectives 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them (including colour mixing). 
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
Provide a range of materials and tools and teach children to use them with care and precision. 
Promote independence, taking care not to introduce too many new things at once. 
Explore with colour mixing. 

Key Vocabulary 
Paint, mix, express, decide 

Knowledge to be taught 

Autumn Term Summer Term 
• Children will be introduced to the paint station with the primary colours, black and 

white (poster paints) 

• Paint is in self operated dispensers so that they have free access at all times. 

• They will be shown how to get paint out and which containers to put the paint in.  

• They will be shown how to wash and a brush and dab it dry.  

• They will know how to clean their resources afterwards. 

• They will know how to put their painting safely on a drying rack.  

• Children will look at the work of Kandinsky (the Kandinsky cricles) 

• Children will continue to practice using paints independently.  

• They will develop ideas taken from texts they have been reading and express these 
ideas in the medium of paint.  

• Children will have the opportunity to explore and investigate watercolour paints.  

• They will use these to express their ideas about plants. 

• Children will look at the work of O’Keefe and Matisse. 

 

 

 

 



EYFS – Art and Design Sculpture 

Prior Learning Next Steps 
EYFS – 3-4 years old 
Explore materials freely. 
Develop ideas and decide which materials to 
use to express them. 

Year 1 – Air drying clay to create a sculpture. Joining pieces with fingers and tools.  
Year 3 – Air drying clay to create a sculpture. Joining pieces with cross hatch and slip. 

Reception Objectives 
• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.  

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Provide a range of materials and tools and teach children to use them with care and precision. 

• Promote independence, taking care not to introduce too many new things at once. 

Key Vocabulary 
Sculpt, join, press, shape, mould 

Knowledge to be taught 

Autumn Term/Spring 1 Spring 2/Summer Term 
Children have access to a wide range of malleable materials during continuous 
provision.  
Alongside these materials they will have access to rolling pins, cutters, objects for 
printing (natural and manmade). 
The focus material for the term is playdough. 
The children will also use saltdough to create diva lamps (linked to RE and Diwali) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children will continue to access a range of malleable materials. Some of these will 
now be less malleable in order to promote strengthening finger muscles.  
The focus material for this part of the year will be clay.  
Children will know that air drying clay remains soft until it is left out in the air to 
dry. Then it becomes hard.  
They will explore using clay to make lighthouses and sea creatures.  

 

 



EYFS – Art and Design Printmaking 

Prior Learning Next Steps 
EYFS Curriculum: 3 – 4 years 
Explore materials freely. 
Develop ideas and decide which materials to use to 
express them. 
Begin to use shapes to represent objects.   
 

Year 2 – Create a printing tile by impressing a pattern into a polystyrene tile. Use rollers and printing ink to create an image. 
Year 4 – Create a printing tile using lino and lino cutters. Use fabric paint and rollers to print onto fabric.  

Reception Objectives 
• To explore using a range of freely available resources to make a print using poster paint.  

• To explore print making with vegetables and shape sponges 

• Know how to create a repeating pattern.  

Key Vocabulary 
Print, image, opposite, repeat, pattern 

Knowledge to be taught 

Autumn Term/Spring 1 Spring 2/Summer Term 
Children will explore making prints with materials available to them in continuous provision: 

• Sponges 

• Dabbers, 

• Cotton reels 

• Cotton buds 

• Cotton Wool 

• Natural materials – leaves, pinecones 

• Their own body parts – hands, feet, fingers 

 

Children will explore making print making using the following: 
Vegetable printers 
2D shape sponges 
 
Children will investigate making repeated patterns (linked to mathematics). 
 

 
 

 

 



EYFS – Art and Design Drawing 

Prior Learning Next Steps 
EYFS Curriculum: 3 – 4 years 

• Explore materials freely. 

• Develop ideas and decide which materials to use to express them. 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to 
represent objects. 

• Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with 
a circle and including details. 

• Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 

Year 1 – Self Portraits – Focus on positioning and shapes of facial features. 

Reception Objectives 
• To explore using a range of freely available resources to make a print using poster paint.  

• To explore print making with vegetables and shape sponges 

• Know how to create a repeating pattern.  

Key Vocabulary 
Pencil, line, draw, colour 

Knowledge to be taught 

Autumn Term/Spring 1 Spring 2/Summer Term 
Children will use their previously learnt drawing skills to draw a picture of themselves. This 
will be used as a baseline assessment (The Draw-A-Person test developed by Florence 
Goodenough). 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children will also explore drawing animals from images and adding features such as fur, ears 
and eyes.  
 

Children will be encouraged to continue to add complexity and details to their 
representations of objects and the natural world.  
They will explore adding colouring pencil and pastels to their drawings, showing an 
awareness of the colours they choose to represent their chosen study piece.  

 

 



 

 

 

Year 1 – Autumn 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: Paws, Claws 
and Whiskers 

Craft – Collage with paper and fabric Cross-Curricular Links  
Science – Identification and classification of 
animals 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Collage, paper, fabric, texture, pattern, form, opaque, translucent 

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Paper and fabric can be layered on top of one another to create a new colour or texture.  
• Paper can be cut or torn to create a variety of effects.  
• A selection of different fabrics can be used to create different effects: 

o Denim – think and opaque 
o Chiffon – translucent, variety of colours 
o Cotton – variety of colours, thick 
o Felt – Variety of colours, thick and opaque 

• A selection of different papers can be used to create different effects: 
o Tissue paper – translucent, easy to tear, variety of colours 
o Crepe paper – Opaque, stretchy, variety of colours 
o Sugar Paper – Opaque, easy to tear, variety of colours 
o Newspaper – Translucent 
o Wallpaper – Variety of colours and textures, opaque 

 

Definitions 
Collage - a piece of art made by sticking various different materials such as photographs and pieces of 
paper or fabric on to a backing. 
Texture – The feel or appearance of a surface. 
Form – The visible shape of something. 
Translucent – Allows light through to see very basic shapes. 
Opaque – Does not let light through. Cannot be seen through. 
 



Year 1 – Spring 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: Moon Zoom 
 

Sculpture: Air drying clay Cross-Curricular Links 
Science – changes of state 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Sculpture, form, shape, pattern, 
texture, shape 

EYFS – Children will have the 
opportunity to explore a wide range of 
malleable materials materials in their 
independent play including: 
playdough, salt dough, plasticine 

Year 2 - Clay – Texture and pattern 
Year 3 - Joining components using cross hatching and slip. Finishing and varnishing 
Year 5 – Armatures, Papier mache, Modroc, wire and tissue paper 

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Malleable materials can be used to create a sculpture. 

• Some malleable materials can become solid materials: salt dough, play dough, air drying clay, 
modroc 

• Some malleable materials will remain malleable at all times: plasticine 

• Tools can be used to change the shape of a malleable material: rolling pins, fingers, clay tools. 

• Patterns can be impressed into malleable materials 
 
Anthony Gormley 

• Antony Gormley is a British sculptor who was born in 1950. He is still creating work today. 

• His most famous sculpture is probably the Angel of the North in Gateshead.  

• He creates most of his sculptures using cast iron (metal) 

 
 
 

Definitions 
Form – The visual shape of an object. 
Pattern – A repeated decorative design 
Sculpture – 3-dimensional art 
Malleable – A material that can easily be changed into a new shape. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Year 1 – Summer 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: Superheroes 
 

Drawing: Self-Portraits 
Pencil and colouring pencils 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Portrait, drawing, pencil, 
colour, colouring pencil, shape, 
line, feature, oval, round, 
triangle, oblong, diamond, 
heart 

EYFS – Children will have explored using a variety of media and materials to 
make marks on a page. This will have included pencil, colouring pencils, wax 
crayons, felt tipped pens and chalk.  

Year 2 - Drawing using a range of pencils – 4H – HB 
Year 5 -  Sketching using a range of pencils – 4H – 6B 

Cross hatching, stippling, hatching, shading 
 

Key Assessment Questions 
Can you explain the difference between a HB and a 6B pencil? 
Can you name some of the most common face shapes? 
Do you know what shape your face is? 

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Learn how to take a self-portrait using an iPad. 

• Use mirrors to investigate: 
o Face shapes – oval, round, square, heart, diamond 
o Placement of features – eyes in the middle of the head, level with the top of the ears 
o Feature shapes – noses and eyes are not circles. 

• Model sketching a face using the information gained from mirror study. Use pencils in the range from 
HB to 6B. 

• Know that pencils are graded based on the hardness of the graphite. 

• A 6B pencil is softer than a 3B pencil and will produce a darker tone. 

• A HB pencil is harder than a 3B pencil and will produce a lighter tine.  

• Use the correct colours to represent each part of the face (colouring pencils). 
 

Definitions 
Portrait – A photograph, painting or drawing of a person. 
Self-portrait – A photograph, painting or drawing that a person creates to represent themselves.  
Feature – An important part of something. 



Year 1 – Spring 2 – Progression in Drawing 

LO – To investigate the grading of pencils.  

 

 

 

 

 

A 6B pencil is softer than a B pencil. It creates a thicker and darker line with less pressure.  

 

 

Use each pencil to create a curvy line.  

B 2B 3B 4B 5B 6B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

Use each pencil to colour the box  

B 2B 3B 4B 5B 6B 

 
 
 
 

     



Year 2 – Autumn 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: Bright Lights, 
Big City 

Painting with poster paints: Secondary Colours 
 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Primary colour, secondary 
colour, cubism, expressionism, 
surrealism 

EYFS – Explore the use of poster and powder paints on a range of 
different materials including paper, cardboard, playground surfaces and 
puddles. 
Year 1 – Use poster and powder paints to create a primary colour wheel. 

Year 4 – Use poster paints to create a tertiary colour wheel. 
Experiment with the colour block technique. Explore 
watercolour painting techniques. 
Year 6 – Explore oil painting techniques. 

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
Castle and sun - 1928 is an abstract cityscape 

painting 
 

 
 
 
 
 Senecio - Senecio, 1922, oil on gauze 

• Recap the parts of a paintbrush and the correct way to hold a brush for maximum control. 

• Predict what will happen when primary colours are mixed together. 

• Explore mixing primary colours to produce secondary colours. 

• Create a primary and secondary colours colour wheel. 

• Explore ways to lighten and darken paint by adding white or black paint.  

• Art History - Paul Klee 
o Fascinated by and studied colour 
o Influenced by Cubism, expressionism and surrealism 
o He used his art to reflect his mood. (Link to the 5 point scale colours/Colour Monster book) 
o He used a variety of media: 

▪ Oil paintings 
▪ Watercolour 
▪ Ink 
▪ Pastel 
▪ Critique a piece of art by Paul Klee (see progression of skills in art critique).  

Listen to The Storm from Benjamin Britten’s Peter Grimes and allow children to create a painting that 
expresses their mood and feelings as they listen to the music. 

Definitions 

 

Art History – Paul Klee. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senecio_(Klee)


Born - 18 December 1879 – 29 June 1940 Swiss 
born, German artist. 
His works reflect his dry humour and his sometimes childlike perspective, his personal moods and beliefs, and 
his musicality. 

• Style – Cubism (an early 20th-century style and movement in art, especially painting, in which 

perspective was skewed and the subject is made of simple geometric shapes, interlocking 
planes, and sometimes collage. 

Abstract - art that does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction of a visual reality but instead 
use shapes, colours, forms and gestural marks to achieve its effect 



 

Colour Wheel Template – Year 2 – Autumn 2 

 

 
Colour wheel can be copied and pasted for children to use in Sketch 
books.  



Year 2 – Spring 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: Food 
Glorious Food 

Craft - Printmaking 
 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Print, pattern, impress, image EYFS – Children will have explored printing images into 

malleable materials using a variety of different objects.  
Year 4 – Create a lino imprint tile using lino tools. Print image onto fabric. 

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

• Allow children to explore making wax crayon rubbings (using the side of the crayon) using: 

• Leaves 

• Wood/bark 

• Coins 
 

• Understand that different objects can be used to create a print using paint.  Explore this using 
vegetables to create a repeating pattern.  

• Know that a design can be scratched into a polystyrene tile using a sharp implement such as a pencil. 

• Model making an impressed printing tile using a polystyrene tile. 

• Model using printing ink and rollers to produce a clean printed image. 

• Use this printing method to produce a repeated pattern.  

• Look at and talk about the work. 
 
Andy Warhol 

• He was born in 1928 in the United States of America.  

• He was part of the Pop Art movement. 

• Pop artists used objects and icons from popular culture, for example, tins of soup, Marilyn Monroe and 
Coca Cola in their work.  

• He used a screen printing technique to create his works as it enabled him to recreate identical images. 

• Critique a piece of work by Andy Warhol (see progression in art critique). 
 
 
 

Definitions 

 
 



 

 

Year 2 – Summer 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: 
Beachcombers 
 

Sculpture: Natural Materials 
 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Natural, transient   

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andy Goldsworthy is a British sculptor who works with natural materials. 
 

“I think it's incredibly brave to be working with flowers and leaves and petals. 
But I have to: I can't edit the materials I work with. My job is to work with 

nature as a whole.” 

 

• Critique an Andy Goldsworthy sculpture (see progression of skills in art critique).  
 

• Look at a range of natural materials and decide which could be used to create a transient sculpture. 

• Explain the term transient.  

• Design a transient sculpture – decide which materials will be used and the shapes that will be created. 

• Create the piece of transient art. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definitions 
Transient – Lasting for only a short time. Non-permanent 
Natural – Not made or placed by humans. 
 
 



 

Year 3 – Autumn 2 Key Concepts 

Extreme Earth 
 

Drawing 
Sculpture: 
Air Drying 
Clay 

Cross-Curricular Links 
History – Links to Pompeii and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, archaeology and how the remains 
were discovered. 
Design and Technology – Designing based on criteria, strengthening components 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Clay, malleable, score, hatch, slip, join, 
mix, press, apply, sketch, critique 

EYFS – Exploring malleable materials such as playdough, salt 
dough and plasticine 
Year 1 – Create an alien using air drying clay. Make shapes 
and add texture and pattern using fingers and tools. Join clay 
using fingers and tools. 

Year 5 – Create a sculpture around an armature. 

Knowledge to be taught 
Drawing 

• Look at some of the remains of the people of Pompeii. Talk about how they were formed and how they have lasted 
so long. 

• Use HB and 6B pencils to practise shading techniques. Shade bars using HB and 6B pencils (starting light and getting 
as dark as possible.  

 
• In sketch books, draw some of the shapes and forms seen in the photographs from Pompeii. 

• Draw a figure from Pompeii and apply shading to the appropriate areas.  
Sculpture 

• Use plasticine to create a prototype figurine. Critique one another’s prototypes. 

• Join two pieces of clay using slip: 
o Mix a slip using water and clay.  
o Hatch each of the two pieces using a clay knife. 
o Apply the slip to both sides and press the pieces together.  
o Hold the pieces and then wipe off any excess slip.  

• Create a flat base using rolling pins. This will become the base for the clay figurine. 

• Use clay to create a figure from Pompeii using the techniques taught throughout the topic.  

Definitions 
Slip – A mixture of water and clay 
Hatch – Making horizontal and vertical lines in clay to help two pieces stick together. 



Year 3 – Autumn 1 – Drawing a figure from a photograph – What a good one looks like 

 

 



 

Year 3 – Spring 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: Urban 
Pioneers 

Painting: Graffiti 
 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Urban, viewpoint, stonework, texture, 
suitable, legal, illegal, environment, 
opposing, controversial 

Prior to this unit of work children will not have been 
exposed to graffiti art at school. However, they may 
have seen graffiti in the environment when they have 
been out in the city or in other places in the UK or 
around the world.  

Although children don’t come across graffiti again as part of the 
curriculum at LCA, they may use it as a vehicle in the future to 
express their creativity in the future. The hope is that this will be 
done within the boundaries of the law based on the teaching they 
have received.  

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• In the school environment/immediate area (the grassed area outside school) use tablets, digital 
cameras to take close shots of patterns and shapes found in the environment. Take photographs from 
unusual viewpoints – from underneath, above and in between different objects. Take photographs of 
patterns found in the environment – drain covers, windows, bricks, stonework, glass, sculptures, 
plaques and paving. 

• Look at examples of urban art and tell the children that this sort of art is known as graffiti. Look at 
some famous examples by Banksy – Many Banksy pieces are unsuitable for children to view due to 
controversial themes. Please show children the following examples only: 

• Girl with balloon, Tagging Robot, Maid in London, Rats looking at the Eiffel Tower 

• Look at examples of urban art from the UK – recreate a piece of graffiti using felt tipped pens or poster 
paint.  

• Look at some graffiti art from Lincoln – Explain that some people regard this as vandalism and that 
some see it as art. Discuss the two opposing views. 

Definitions 
Urban – Relating to the town or city 
Viewpoint – A position giving a good view 
Legal – Permitted by law 
Illegal – not permitted by law 
Controversial – Likely to give rise to a disagreement 
Opposing – Taking the opposite view to someone else 
 
 
 



 

Year 3 – Summer 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: Under the 
Canopy 

Painting – Complimentary Colours  

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Paint, brush, wash, mix, primary colour, 
secondary colour, complimentary colour, 
shade, tone, pattern, swatch, dilute 

EYFS – Independent experimentation with colour mixing 
Year 2 – Primary colours and brush control 
Year 3 – Secondary colours 

Year 4 – Tertiary colours – Colour Block technique 
Year 6 – Oil painting 

Knowledge to be taught  

Study the work of Henri Rousseau: 
o The Hungry Lion throws itself on an antelope (1905) 
o Surprised tiger in a tropical storm (1891) 
o Fight between a tiger and a buffalo (1908) 

Critique one of Rousseau’s paintings: 

• Analysis – Can you identify and describe the shapes and lines that Rousseau has used? Can you 
identify a centre of interest (eye-grabber, focus for the painting)? 

• Evaluation – What is the best thing about the piece? What is the worst thing about the piece? 
 
 • Create a wash using poster paint to represent a blue sky. Gradually add water with each swipe of 
the brush to produce a graduated effect. Practice in sketch books. 
• Create a colour wheel to explore complimentary colours. 
• Look at a particular section of one of Rousseau’s paintings and examine the colours he used. In 
sketch books, mix colours and experiment with shades and tones. 
• Mix colours and create swatches using different brushes. 
• Explore ways to create animal patterns and create swatches. 
 
 
 

Definitions 

 
 
 
 



Year 3 – Summer 1 – Colour Wheel Template – Complimentary Colours 



Year 4 – Autumn 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: The Romans 
Craft: Mosaics 

 

Cross-Curricular Links 
History – Ancient Rome and the Romans, local history of Lincoln 
Maths – 2d shapes and their properties. Translation and tessellation of shapes 
 

 

Key Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Mosaic, tile, adhesive, grout, simple, 
complicated, intricate, symmetrical, 
repeating, spiral, irregular, tessellation, 
stripes, zig zag, continuous 

EYFS- Children will have used pegs and boards to create coloured patterns. They will also have used 2D shapes to create a 
picture. 
Children may have seen mosaics around the home, for instance on kitchen or bathroom tiles. 
They may also have been to local museums and seen Roman mosaics that have been unearthed by archaeologists. 
 

Knowledge to be taught  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roman mosaic found in Danesgate, Lincoln 

• Explore and discuss mosaics as an art form brought to Britain by the Romans. 

• Investigate Roman mosaics, discovering where they have been found and what they depicted. Include mosaics 
that have been found in Lincoln (including whilst digging foundations for The Collection on Danesgate).  

• Understand the role of archaeologists in uncovering remains and how the past can be pieced together. 

• Use photographs of mosaics to gather ideas and sketch these in sketch books.  

• Design a mosaic tile using pencil and colouring pencil. 

• Create a sample tile using coloured paper. 

• Adapt and improve the original design in sketch books.  

• Use tiles and adhesive to create a mosaic tile.  

• Apply grout to finish the tile using appropriate tools. 

Definitions 
Adhesive – A substance used for sticking objects together 
Grout – A mortar or paste used to fill gaps. 
Symmetrical - Made up of exactly similar parts facing each other or around an axis. 
Tessellation – An arrangement of shapes closely fitted together.  

Roman art - What defines Roman art? Roman art may be defined as sculptures, paintings, and mosaics 
which depict not only mythological and religious themes but also everyday life and people. Art was 
more widely produced and more easily available than ever before. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 4 – Autumn 2 Key Concepts 

Bottoms, Burps and Bile Painting: Tertiary Colours  

Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Primary colour, secondary colour, tertiary 
colour, complimentary colour, shade, tone, 
brush, colour block, abstract, line, shape, 
warm, bright, vibrant, cool, angular, sharp, 
rounded, flowing, straight, curved 

EYFS – Exploring with colour mixing – generally with poster and powder paint 
Year 2 – Create a primary colour wheel. Use brushes to create different lines. 
Year 2 – Create a secondary colour wheel. Lightening and darkening paint using water 
Year 3 – Identify complimentary colours 

Year 4 – Brush control and watercolour painting 
Year 6 – Oil painting 

Knowledge to be taught 
• Study the work of Joan Miro: 

o The Garden (1925) 
o Figure, star (1978) 
o Woman and bird in the moonlight (1949) 

• Look in greater detail at and critique ‘The Garden’.  

• Create a colour wheel in sketch books showing primary, secondary and tertiary colours.  
• Use the works studied to create a piece in the style of Joan Miro: 

o Sketch shapes and ideas into sketch books. 
o Plan colours and adapt and improve the work.  
o Sketch out the final design in pencil and then add paint using a range of brushes. 
o Critique the final piece. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Art History - J Joan Miró - Born 20 April 1893 – 25 December 1983) - He was notable for his interest in the unconscious or the subconscious mind, reflected in his re-
creation of the childlike. Used bold colours and simple representation.  

 
El Jardin - The Garden, 1925 by Joan Miró. 
 

 

Definitions 
Tertiary Colour – The colour formed when an equal amount of a primary and a secondary colour are mixed.  
Complimentary Colour – Colours opposite one another on a colour wheel 
Abstract – Art that does not represent reality 
Vibrant – Bright and striking 
Angular – Having sharp corners 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 – Autumn 2 – Colour Wheel Template – Tertiary Colours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image can be copied and pasted for Sketch Books.  

 

 

 

 



Year 4 – Spring 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: Freedom 
and Fury 
Craft: Printing on fabric 

Cross-Curricular Links 
History - the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. 
Maths – Repeating patterns, 2D shapes and their properties 

 

Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Artefact, pattern, shape, 
print, lino, cut, relief 
print, textile, fabric 

EYFS – exploring the use of tools and objects to print patterns into malleable materials 
Year 2 – Vegetable printing, creating a printing tile using a polystyrene. Create a repeating pattern.  

Knowledge to be taught 
• Use photographs of medieval artefacts, buildings and clothing to explore patterns. Use sketch books to record 

ideas and examples. 

• Design a printing block on paper and then transfer onto a polystyrene tile for testing.  

• Test the tile on paper using printing inks and rollers. 

• Adapt and improve the original design. 

• Create a relief printing block using lino and lino cutting tools. 

• Use printing inks and rollers to print the design onto fabric. 
 

• Study the work of MC Escher: 
o Snakes (1969) 
o Relativity (1953) 
o Waterfall (1961)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Relativity – MC Escher 

Definitions 
Relief Printing - A printing method where a printing block, plate or matrix that has had ink applied to its surface, but not 
to any recessed areas is brought into contact with paper. The areas of the printing plate with ink will leave ink on the 
paper, whereas the recessed areas of the printing plate will leave the paper ink-free. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Printing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matrix_(printing)


Year 4 – Summer 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: Blue Abyss 
 

Watercolour Painting  

Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Annotate, critique, wash, blend, 
dab, background, blur 

EYFS – Exploring with colour mixing – generally with poster and powder paint 
Year 1 – Create a primary colour wheel. Use brushes to create different lines. 
Year 2 – Create a secondary colour wheel. Lightening and darkening paint using water 
Year 3 – Identify complimentary colours 
Year 4 – Create a tertiary colour wheel 

Year 6 – Oil painting 

Knowledge to be taught 
• Study the work of JM Turner: 

o Snow Storm (1842) 
o The Fighting Temeraire (1839) 
o Fishing Boats with Hucksters Bargaining for Fish (1838) 

 

• Critique a piece of work by JM Turner (see progression of skills in art critique).  

• Recap and revisit creating a wash (From Year 3 Autumn 1) 

• Use the following clip about the work of JM Turner - https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zspctyc 

• Work in the style of JM Turner 

• Create a modern interpretation of his painting style. 

• Use the subject of fish in the sea on a washed background, dabbing paint loosely. This will allow the paint to mix 
freely and blend naturally on the wet background to create a blurry and sometimes impressionistic effect. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definitions 
Annotate – Add notes giving to give an explanation or comment 
Critique – A detailed assessment of something 
Dab – Apply paint with light, quick strokes 
Blend – Mix one colour of paint with another 
Blur – To become less clear 
 
 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zspctyc


Year 5 – Autumn 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: Stargazers 
Craft:Papier Mache 

Cross-curricular Links 
Science – The planets of the Solar System 
Maths – 3D shapes and their properties 

 

Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Papier mache, solid, scrunched, sculpture, moulded, 
armature, framework, varnish, recycled, manmade 

Children will not have been exposed to using papier mache through the curriculum at LCA but they may have had 
the opportunity to try this craft at home, at a kids club or during an enrichment activity. 

Knowledge to be taught 
• Papier mâché comes from the French for ‘mushed paper’. 

• It is a technique used to create a 3D sculpture.  

• You need to have a solid structure to build the papier mâché up (a balloon, rolled 
up/scrunched up newspaper or a wire mesh structure) 

• There are different materials that can be used for papier mâché. 
o Tissue Paper 
o Newspaper 
o PVA glue diluted with water 
o Wallpaper paste 

• Use balloons, newspaper and diluted PVA glue to create a planet from our solar system. 

• Add paint to the planets once they have dried and varnish using Marvin Medium (this dries 
clear) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definitions 
Armature - An open framework on which a sculpture is moulded with clay or similar material. 
Varnish – A material that forms a hard, clear, shiny surface when dry. 

 

 



Year 5 – Spring 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: Pharaohs 
Drawing 

Cross-curricular Links 
History – The achievements of early civilisations – Ancient Egypt 

 

Vocabulary Prior Learning Next Steps 
Sketch, hatch, shade, express, 
sustain, concentrate, line, 
pattern, mixed media, drawing, 
effect, mixed media 
 

Year 1 – Sketching with a pencils from B to 6B 
Year 2 – Sketching with pencils from 4H to HB 

Year 6 – Sketching using a range of pencils from 4H to 6B 

Knowledge to be taught 
• Egyptian decorative artefacts contained a variety of common symbols including: 

o The Wedjat – an eye symbol that symbolises protection of the soul 
in the afterlife. 

o The Ankh – A cross with a loop at the top - eternal life, the morning sun, 
the male and female principles, the heavens and the earth 

o The Scarab – Representing life coming from death. 
o The Djed – Symbolises stability 
o Children need to know that there are different grades of pencils – hardest to softest – (5H – 5B). The 

amount of pressure applied will determine how light or dark the mark is. The children will experiment to create 
different lines, tones and shades using shading and cross hatching.  

o Children will also be introduced to charcoal and will investigate the different marks, tones and shades that can 
o be made by using different surfaces on the charcoal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children will use the techniques taught to draw a scarab beetle from a photograph. 

Definitions 
Sketch – To make a rough drawing of. 
Line - A contour or outline considered as a feature of design or composition. 
Tone – Lightness and darkness 
Pattern – A repeated decorative design. 
Shading – Darkening of a drawing using a block of colour. 
Hatching – To shade with closely drawn parallel lines. 



Year 5 – Spring 1 – Progression in Drawing 

LO – To investigate the grading of pencils (5H to 5B) 

Use each pencil grade to shade the box 

5H 4H 3H 2H H HB 

    
 
 
 

  

B 2B 3B 4B 5B 6B 

    
 
 
 

  

 

Now use each pencil grade to cross hatch each box 

5H 4H 3H 2H H HB 

     
 
 
 

 

B 2B 3B 4B 5B 6B 

     
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 – Spring 1 – Drawing of a Scarab – What a good one looks like 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 – Summer 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: Green 
Fingers 

Cross-Curricular Links 
Science – The life process of reproduction in plants.  

 

Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Armature, wire mesh, 
sculpt, shape, wrap, 
adhere 

Year 5 – Using a balloon as an armature to create a papier mache planet 

Knowledge to be taught 
An armature is used to create a base that sculpture materials can then be applied to.  
Different types of armature include: 

o Wire mesh 
o Craft wire 
o Rolled up newspaper 
o Wood 

 

• Explore using an everyday object as an armature to create a sticky tape sculpture. 
o Wrap the object in cling film to stop the sticky tape adhering to the object. 
o Warp layers of sticky tape around the armature making sure that it is applied carefully to any creases and 

folds.  
o Once the whole armature is covered use scissors to cut the sculpture away from the armature.  
o Stick the sculpture back together where the cut has been made using tape.  

• Explore using different armatures to create a large flower. 

• Look at ways to include different parts of the flower including petals – stigma, stamens, ovaries. 

• Use ModRoc or tissue paper to model over the armature to create the parts of the flower. 

• Investigate different ways to finish the sculpture – paint, PVA glue, varnish, marvin medium 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definitions 
Armature - an open framework on which a sculpture is moulded with clay or similar material. 
Adhere – Stick to 
 

 

 

 



Year 6 – Autumn 1 Key Concepts 

Theme: The Victorians 
Craft: Printmaking with repeated 
patterns 

Cross-curricular Links 
History – The Victorian Era including Queen Victoria, the British Empire and life in a 
Victorian School  

Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Motif, symmetry, pattern Year 2 – Create a polystyrene tile and create a repeating pattern. 

Year 4 – Create a lino tile and print of fabric (single layered image). 

Knowledge to be taught 
William Morris was born in 1834 and died in 1896.  
He was an English poet, decorative artist, translator, romance writer, calligrapher, book 
designer, preservationist, journalist and political leader. 
 
Motifs 
A motif is a single image, shape or symbol. A motif can be repeated over and over to create a 
pattern like those created by William Morris.  
 
Recap the concepts of: 
Symmetry: the quality of being made up of exactly similar parts facing each other or around an 
axis ie. A mirror image 
Pattern: A repeated decorative design. 
 
William Morris used 2 methods for creating pattern: cheques and diamonds 
 
A William Morris style wallpaper can be created using 2 or more printing tiles, each layered on 
top of the other to create a final pattern.  
 
The lino is cut with a lino cutting toll to leave a relief pattern on the tile.  
A roller is then used to evenly spread printing ink onto the tile.  
This is pressed firmly onto the paper.  
Once the first layer is dry, the next layer can be added.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Year 6 – Spring 2 Key Concepts 

Theme: Darwin’s Delight 
Botanical Drawing 

Cross-curricular Links 
Science – Describe how living things can be categorised into broad groups, life process of 
reproduction in plants 

 

Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Botanical, form, colour, species, illustration, 
monochrome, contrast, proportion, line, tone, 
texture, pattern, scale 

Year 2 – Primary and Secondary Colours 
Year 3 – Complimentary Colours 
Year 4 – Watercolour painting and colour washing. Tertiary colours 

Knowledge to be taught 
• Botanical illustration is the art of depicting the form, colour, and details of plant species. 

• Botanical illustrations are intended to be a scientific record that can be used to accurately identify plants. 

• They are usually made from live plants. 

• Most botanical illustrations are monochrome but some are produced in colour.  

• Discuss and compare the work of two botanical illustrators: 
o Margaret Mee (1909-1988) 

▪ A British botanical artist who specialised in plants from the Brazilian Amazon Rainforest.  
▪ She created her illustrations using Gouache, a type of opaque watercolour.  

o Sir Joseph Banks (1743 – 1820) – Born in Revesby, Lincolnshire 
▪ Travelled around the world with Captain James Cook between 1768 and 1771.  
▪ He collected plants whilst travelling and created a collection of botanical drawings called Banks' Florilegium. 

• Use viewfinders and close observation skills to develop a botanical drawings from a real plant using various grades of pencils, 
charcoal and water colour pencils 

• Look carefully at scale and proportion and develop key skills – line, tone, texture, pattern 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
                                   Joseph Banks 
                                   Metrosideros 
collina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Margaret Mee, 1964 
                  Tabebuia umbellata 
 
 
 
 

Definitions 
Monochrome – An image made in only black and white. 
Proportion – The relationship between one thing and another in terms of size. 
Scale – The relative size of something 
Botanical – Relating to plants 
Species – A group of living things consisting of similar individuals 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botanical_artist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amaz%C3%B4nia_Legal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Rainforest


 

 

Year 6 – Summer 1 Year 6 – Summer 1 

Theme: Gallery Rebels 
 

Oil Painting and Impressionism Key Concepts 

 

Vocabulary Prior Learning 
Impressionist, impressionism, realistic, depiction, 
composition 

EYFS – Exploring with colour mixing – generally with poster and powder paint 
Year 1 – Create a primary colour wheel. Use brushes to create different lines. 
Year 2 – Create a secondary colour wheel. Lightening and darkening paint using water 
Year 3 – Identify complimentary colours 
Year 4 – Create a tertiary colour wheel and use of watercolour paints/colourwashing 

Knowledge to be taught 
• Claude Monet, Vincent Van Gogh and Paul Cezanne were part of an art movement in the 19th century called Impressionism. 

• The term ‘impressionists’ was initially used as an insult!  

• The main features of impressionist paintings are: 
o Relatively small, thin, yet visible brush strokes, often with oil paints. 
o Paint was applied in thick layers 
o Open composition 
o Not intended to be realistic but just an ‘impression’ of what they could see. 
o Emphasis on accurate depiction of light 
o Ordinary subject matter, sometimes landscapes or everyday activities such as cooking and bathing 

• Compare and contrast the work of Claude Monet, Vincent Van Gogh and Paul Cezanne.  

• Critique a piece of impressionist art (see progression of skills).  

• Use sketch books to practise using oil paints in the style of the impressionists. Experiment with texture, different brushes and 
colour mixing.  

                                             
 
                                             

                          The Waterlily Pond 
                            Claude Monet, 1899   

                  Oil on canvas 

 
 
                        Vincent Van Gogh 
                                      The Starry Night 

 1889 
                  Oil on canvas 

 
 
                   Paul Cezanne 
                                       The Chateau at Medan 

1 1880 
2  Oil on canvas 
3  

Artist to be studied Links 
Vincent Van Gogh 
Paul Cezanne 
Claude Monet 

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-
is/impressionism 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z8fgkqt 

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-is/impressionism
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-is/impressionism
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z8fgkqt

